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Sunset Butte

Buhl, Idaho

King’s Crown
BlIss, Idaho

Hagerman Valley Produce
hagerman, Idaho

H&H Farms
emmett, Idaho

Purple Sage
mIddleton, Idaho

Here at Atkinsons’ Markets, these local farms provide us with all the nourishment and
goodness that makes our food healthy. We are grateful to them for growing for us.

market

better food | better Price

One fabulous store. Three great locations.
ketchum Giacobbi Square 726.5668 | hailey alturas Plaza 788.2294 | bellevue main Street 788.7788
w w w . a t k i n s o n s . c o m

the

summer gallery
Artists for Charity

ceramics

elisabeth pohle

watercolor

lisa holley

j. kristiansen coe — oil painting

kim howard

portraits & illustration

local charities will receive 20% of gallery artist sales

featuring throughout the suMMer

Lectures-Demonstrations-Exhibits-Trunkshows
Monica Bloedel
oils & watercolors

frankie slaughter
clothing as art

la posada del quide

christina healy &
jane wooster scott

Michelle ferris

woven goods

lecture

floral design

rae devito

gretchen Boe &
Margie gould

diane taylor

sewing & design

fielding archer

textile art

portrait artist

ceraMics

janet dunBar
interior design

and other events
presented By dunBar interiors

in the garden courtyard Behind the ketchuM flower coMpany
open tuesday-saturday 11:00-5:00
208.726.8573
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Beauty Surrounds You
The Center for Aesthetics is proud to call Sun Valley home.
After over a decade of serving the Sun Valley community,
Dr. Catherine Durboraw has opened a permanent location
in the Christiania building. We thank you for the support
we have received and are excited to remain a part of the
Sun Valley community for years to come.

www.TheCenterForAesthetics.com
LEADERS IN AESTHETIC MEDICINE AND PLASTIC SURGERY

Catherine Durboraw, MD

208.529.8232
800.575.8337
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Maggie Awards
Western Publications Association
Best Semi-Annual/3-Time Consumer Magazine
Winner 2011
Best Semi-Annual/3-Time Consumer Magazine
Finalist 2010
Best News Story/Consumer Magazine
Finalist 2009

100 Hospital Drive, Suite #107
Ketchum, ID

208.622.3311 • 1.800.359.4258

Dr. Tony BuoncrisTiani
THe LocaL SporTS SpecIaLIST

Fellowship trained in Sports Medicine & arthroscopic Knee/Shoulder Surgery.
Dual Board certified – orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
For Injured/Sore Knees and Shoulders call 622-3311

Along with the summer months come a multitude of activities—mountain biking, skateboarding,
hiking, soccer and football to name a few. Unfortunately, such activities may land you in the ER
or your local orthopaedist’s office. Knee and shoulder injuries are quite common.
The most common non-operative knee injury is a medial collateral ligament (MCL) sprain which is usually successfully
treated with conservative bracing. Common surgical knee problems resulting from twisting or pivoting injuries include
ACL and meniscal cartilage tears. Of note, there are approximately 200,000 ACL injuries occurring annually. The ACL is
one of the main stabilizers of the knee and provides both “front-back” and “rotational” stability. Such an injury is more
common in woman (2-9 times). ACL and meniscal surgery continue to improve with cutting-edge technology such as
performing a more “anatomic” reconstruction to improve overall stability and outcomes.
Shoulder dislocations, rotator cuff tears and clavicle fractures are common upper
See our ad in
extremity injuries resulting from falls. Such injuries may be amenable to conservative
management. However, surgery may become indicated and treated with minimally
invasive arthroscopic shoulder surgery.
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2011 Sun Valley Summer Ice Shows

When the stars outshine the sun

Mirai Nagasu
2011 US Bronze Medalist
US Gold Medalist

Alissa Czisny

2011 US Gold Medalist

& Nathan Chen
2011 US Novice Gold Medalist

Evan Lysacek

Johnny Weir

2010 Olympic Gold Medalist
World Champion
2X US Gold Medalist

3X US Gold Medalist
World Bronze Medalist

July 2

July 9

July 16 & 23

July 30

Meryl Davis &
Charlie White

Ryan Bradley

Tanith Belbin &
Ben Agosto

Sasha Cohen

2010 Oympic Silver Medalists
2011 World Gold Medalists
2011 US Gold Medalists

August 13

2011 US Gold Medalist
US Silver Medalist

August 20

Olympic Silver Medalists
5X US Gold Medalists

Olympic Silver Medalist
2X World Silver Medalist
2X US Silver Medalist

August 27

September 3

Sasha Cohen
Olympic Silver Medalist
2X World Silver Medalist
2X US Silver Medalist

August 6

This summer don’t miss the world-famous Sun Valley Ice Shows starring Olympic and World Champions.
These bright stars will dazzle you with jaw-dropping back-flips, spins, variety acts and comedy routines.
Performances start at dusk Saturday nights July 2 – September 3. For tickets, call 208.622.2135 or visit
SunValley.com/IceShows. For Hotel & Ice Show Packages, call 800.786.8259.

from the editor

off balance
for the better

There is no disputing that these are unpredictable times. Everything we thought we
knew has been turned on its head, from
the economy to public falls from grace. If
one did believe the hype that the world was
coming to an end recently, there sure was
a lot of supporting evidence. Things haven’t
stopped churning long enough for any of us
to decide what our “new normal” looks like,
much less who we will be.
	Yet, I was re-energized as I read about
Billy Olson and how he came into his own
after finally finding that the Wood River Valley is his place in the world, and how Jerry
and Varda Goldman followed their hearts’
mission in entertaining children. And Herman Maricich, who saw emerald in the ice
where others were focused on the gold from
the snow. I found a tenacity in these people
coupled with an environment that encourages creative lives and heralds second
chances, and I began to wonder when and
why do we grow so hell-bent afraid of taking
a do-over?
When we were in the schoolyard, the
most thorough eraser of all missteps was
the yelling of “That didn’t count! Do-over!”
before someone else declared, “Next!
You’re out! Wrong answer!”
	Yet, not long after that, we are cautioned
that you only get one chance. One chance
at acing that test. One chance at a first
impression. And, most forebodingly, one
shot at living this life.
And some believe it and carpe diem.
And some allow for a do-over as long as
it applies to someone else.
We’ll tell a friend that she wasn’t wrong
for using that economic stimulus check for a
family trip to Disneyland—that even though
there were layoffs at work and that money
could have gotten the family car back, she
was living in the moment.
And then we tell a friend who has
received a death sentence by cancer that
it’s time to start an “I never” list. Six months,
or six minutes, it’s always plenty of time for a
do-over.
For me, not having room for do-overs
was my way of keeping myself in check and
on track. Having to do it right the first time
left me only the depths of despair to plummet into when I didn’t.
I have a lineage of this. A mother, for
example, who declared, without one whit of
guilt, that should she die, her dog was to be
put to sleep because no one alive would take
care of him like she did. And a father, who
though he was always a second-chance kind
of guy, ultimately fell into a depression so
deep that he chose to kill himself rather than
live with his mistakes.
So, in my mind, giving in was giving up.
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Giving up was not a try again, but an epic fail.
While editing this magazine, I was, like
so many of you, experiencing a complete
upheaval thanks to the economy and the
lack of good influence it has had on my
life. I’ve also had some challenging health
issues, and the cumulative effect of an
abundance of bad decisions and bad luck
has forced a giant do-over.

photo by Elizabeth Belts Kauffman

Because of this community and the way
it regards life, rather than flee, my family chooses to stay and fight through this
uncertainty. Like Olson, we believe we are
in the place that understands us for who we
are and embraces—without judgment—our
abilities to rise again, smarter and stronger
than before. We believe this community
wants us to succeed, and that we all can if
we lean on each other and carry on until this
recession abates.
I’m currently in the acceptance stage of
grieving. I’m even looking at the positives of
this series of monumental changes.
I have realized that I have the ability to
undo the culmination of some thinking, righthearted as it was, and see this time for what
it is, a chance to make educated choices,
with a good dose of realism.
A do-over doesn’t mean doing it again.
That’s impossible, but I think I can do it better, or at least, differently.
Sometimes, a do-over is given to you
whether you want it or not. Lately though, I
am realizing the only one on the playground
saying “Next!” was me.
That’s what I got from reading about
these interesting, flawed, glorious, off-thebeaten path people featured here. I hope
you find some catalysts for reflection, too.

Jennifer Liebrum,
Interim Editor
editor@sunvalleyguide.com
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Community
Projects

Hailey Rodeo Park, Hailey, ID

Bellevue Elementary Multi-Purpose & Classroom Addition, Bellevue, ID

Community
Architects
Award Winning Architecture

P.O. Box 419 Sun Valley, Id 83353
208.726.5608

www.rlb-sv.com

architecture • planning • engineering • interior design

valley view [celebrate pedaling]

park your car and
ride like a local
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Taking in the view from a bike encourages
spontaneity while bringing you closer to—or,
farther from—the action. If you don’t have a bike,
you can rent one. There are several providers in
the valley with cruisers or mountain bikes and all
the attachments needed for accommodating
children, pets and picnics. Park at any of
the free parking sites around town and
try one of these routes. Given the
D
surroundings, any one of them is
a guaranteed great escape.
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Get to know
our towns
Distance: 5 miles (from Ketchum Post
Office to Boundary Campground)

Start from Ketchum Post Office after
a hearty breakfast in town. Continue
along Fourth Street, stopping at art
galleries, museums and shops in the
downtown core and visiting Ketchum’s Town Square and the Visitors
Center. Then, head up to Sun Valley
Village for even more shops. Take
a break and watch the ice skaters
over lunch on the Lodge Terrace, or
grab a bleacher seat for a little rest.
(Tip: The pros practice mid to late
week between 12:25 & 1:15 p.m.)
Continue on Trail Creek Road to the
Hemingway Memorial and then use
the Boundary Campground as a
turnaround point.

The perfect loop—
a car-free byway
Distance: 12 mile loop (without a detour
into downtown Ketchum)

Start from Sun Valley Village turning
left on Dollar Road and right on
Elkhorn Road. Take the tunnel under
Hwy 75 to the bike path heading
north at the junction with Fourth
Street. Then head into Ketchum for
lunch, or continue on the bike path
to Rotary Park to sit by the river.
Cross Warm Springs Road and
head up Saddle Road back to Sun
Valley Village.
www.sunvalleyguide.com

T H E 2 011 SEASO N
Alasdair Neale, Music Director
Presenting free-admission concerts
Edgar M. Bronfman In Focus Series
July 24 – 29
Season Concerts
August 1–16
Summer Music Workshops
August 1– 5
208.622.5607
svsummersymphony.org
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Peripheral
People

S o c o n s ta n t w e ta k e t h e m f o r g r a n t e d ,

by Jennifer Liebrum | photos by David N. Seelig
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M

ost of us never think about the purpose of our peripheral vision. It’s part
of our annual eye test, but we normally don’t care why, unless there’s a
problem. We learn in driving school that it can save us from an accident
if we catch a glimpse of an oncoming car in time to take evasive measures.
More often, it protects us when we want to look at something that we
are not bold enough to look at head-on. Looking might make us responsible for what we see, right?
Maybe there’s something or someone on the periphery that we should
pay more attention to. And not just to be safe. Perhaps, while we are busy
looking straight ahead, there lies in the wings of our vision people and
things we take for granted. People we should notice.

b u t d e f i n i t e ly w o r t h a c l o s e r l o o k
When I first saw Jerry and Varda Goldman a few years ago, they were
shopping for tie-dyed clothing at the Mountain Mamas annual summer
fest in Stanley. I’ll admit, her age was what caught my eye. Although
she had the body of a much younger hippie, she didn’t exactly look like
a Deadhead.
Yet there she was, with the theatricality one would expect from someone with an eye for such flair-wear, sashaying in and out of the tent in a
tank top, or skirt, modeling for her bemused husband, who was waiting
patiently in the sunshine, giving approving or disapproving feedback.
There was a fluidity between them that could only come from a special
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connectedness, not merely from being husband and wife, or even out of mutual regard; the admiration
for one another was magnetic. And, I came to find out, it has been that way for pretty much every
day of their 49 years together.
The next time I saw them, I was their waitress at the Ketchum Grill while seven months pregnant
with twins. In that cozy restaurant, my belly couldn’t be ignored, but most people could skip over the
niceties and cut to their order without much delay.
I remember her ensemble as being akin to cotton candy. Just as the sugar cloud balances on the
cardboard cone, so did her outfit of layered sheers. They floated effortlessly around her tiny frame
in an ethereal manner, mimicking movement even after she was seated in my section. His outfit was
sincere. Dark, tailored pants, with only a touch of the eccentric exhibited through some unusual, but
hardly outlandish, suspenders. I wasn’t surprised they were headed to the nexStage for a show, or
maybe it was an author lecture.
I assumed they would treat me with the same polite disregard that many customers had, so I cut
to the specials. I saw, though, that I had lost them at “Hello.” She smiled broadly while whispering
to him in a heavily accented voice, the origin of which I couldn’t detect in the noisy room. He nodded
in agreement.
“Forgive me for not listening, is it twins?” she asked. I affirmed and got back on task, but she was
on her feet and gently holding my arm. I had to look down from my 5-foot, 4-inch perspective to
somewhere in the 4-foot, 11-inch range to look in her light green eyes, wide with genuine excitement.
“Good for you to keep working. It will keep you strong when you have those babies.”
Her husband was equally elated, but more practical. “You know they can come early, so make sure
you are eating right and getting lots of rest.”
And that’s how I found out that Jerry and Varda Goldman, he a retired doctor, she a dancer, he
from New Jersey, she from Israel, had always wanted twins, that they have a son and an adopted
daughter and a grandson. And then, with precision timing, moments before my lingering might have
caused my co-workers to fuss, they got back to the business at hand.
When they left, she gave my wrists a squeeze, looked into my eyes and wished me luck. He uttered,
“Blessings to your future family. Shalom.” I thought what a lovely life this lovely couple must lead
here as they walked away elbow to elbow.
Once I had children, I saw more and more of the Goldmans. Not socially, and not in their service.
I was seeing them in the most startling matriculation yet. This time, they were teamed as children’s
entertainers, puppeteers and, well, clowns. Wherever there were kids events, there were the Goldmans,
aka Whimsy and Dr. Heart, making balloon animals, dancing, singing and mingling.
This would explain their synchronicity and syncopation, and perhaps, why they always seemed to
be in a joy bubble. It definitely explained the circus music I swore I heard following them and their
impeccable social and, now I could see, comedic timing.
Clearly, these were not your average Sun Valley retirees.
What it didn’t explain was why.
I track them down first through their phone book listing, reading simply Varda’s Birthday Box.
Though they have a condo in Sun Valley, I find the Goldmans in a Boise hotel where they are staying
while Jerry has his eye worked on and where she recently got two new hips.
In four visits—broken up for them to brunch at The Cheesecake Factory with friends—over recent
weeks, it’s no surprise that they have locked in arts events on their calendars, have been embraced by
the congregation at the local synagogue and are the darlings of this hotel.
Emerging from the backseat of a car, Jerry grabs begrudgingly for his cane, which he uses to help
compensate for his two bad legs, and she a matching, smaller version. She is less spry than two weeks
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earlier, and apologizes for it, explaining that she overdid it that morning doing her exercises.
“I’m very happy she only has two hips, and it’s just as well we’re not the same age,” Jerry jokes. “I
couldn’t keep up with her.”
The terminally impish Varda looks worried and anxious, and she wants to talk about the photo
shoot. They won’t be in costume, which is fine with her, but she’s worried we’ll make her “act natural”
instead of being natural, which, she says, is to be “performing.”
With that resolved, their only request is a flat surface and a cue to start. Their mirth needs no
makeup. Their street clothes suffice. They demonstrate the program that gets them booked at birthdays
and schools across the state and children’s hospital wards in Israel. They are oblivious to the lookieloos headed into the Boise mall.
Varda is energized. She becomes the assistant to Dr. Heart of the College of Puppetology, a specialist
in PDs: puppet diseases. They sing a few songs and talk about scary things happening to Pinkie, the
puppet with chronic tonguellitis. Each act is customized to the circumstance, but don’t confuse that
with improvisation. Jerry assures that Varda is thorough in her planning and uses her background in
dance as therapy to maximize the crowd impact.
Such exaction keeps their bodies and minds nimble. They decline to discuss their ages in print
because Varda believes she will lose work. You get the distinct impression that when the time comes
that she can’t do this, she will forget how to breathe. And when she does, he will too.
“My life was all school and I lived a dull life until I met Varda and it changed 180 percent,” Jerry says.
Varda had arrived in America in her early 20s, having been given a release from the army. She had
been a member of the Haganah—what she calls the Israeli underground—for several years. She left
Israel, temporarily she thought, to study dance in the United States. She came here with only her coat
and violin.
“I was alone, and I had the most wonderful experiences,” she says. Dance was what she had to offer,
so she took a chance on an audition. “I wasn’t even sure what one was, but I took a chance and went
anyway. Lo and behold, I won a scholarship, in spite of the fact that I wasn’t familiar with American
techniques. But I was always open to new ideas, and jobs came my way.”
The New Jersey-born Jerry was a resident in medicine at Newark Beth Israel Hospital, playing his
squeezebox for change in his spare time, and she was working as a dance therapist with emotionally
disturbed boys, when a mutual friend decided they should meet.
Jerry crashed her Hanukkah party and the two stayed up drinking Turkish coffee and listening to
chamber music until it was almost time for him to get back to work. A few hours, and a few bus rides
later, Varda had him summoned to the front desk where she was waiting with barbecued chicken and
a thermos of espresso.
“She said, ‘I brought you lunch.’ It was instant love,” Jerry says. “I felt like I’d been hit with a
brick. Three weeks later I found myself on a pair of skis on a hillside in Austria wondering how the
hell I got here. I discovered a whole new world. Whatever I can say about life with Varda, I can’t say
it was ever boring. I just go where it takes us.”
“See this?” he says, putting a bent arm exaggeratedly behind his back. “It’s permanently twisted.”
“I’m kind of spontaneous,” she allows. “I don’t fit in any mold.”
They moved to Arizona while Jerry was in the Air Force and joined the Phoenix Ski Club, even
though Jerry had never skied before they met. Varda was always accepting, or giving, invitations to
people. They came to ride horses with a dozen friends as whimsically as they had taken up skiing.
“She comes at you with that big smile and those big, huge green eyes and people gravitate to her,”
Jerry says. “She can dialogue with anyone.”
And so the pair began a lifetime habit of traveling places without making reservations, relying on
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good will and fate to deliver them an adventure. Jerry would continue his medical career, and Varda would continue to unleash her
inner entertainer whenever and wherever she could. She taught at
the YWCA, took classes and established a performing group to
entertain children.
When son Ron was on the way, Varda decided to curtail her
dancing because she really wanted a family. After a necessary
hysterectomy, the couple decided to adopt.
“We decided there was enough room in our hearts and our
home for at least one more child,” Jerry said. “It was a three-year
gestation! Finally the agency called and said, ‘Would you mind
if the biological parents were taller than your wife?’ I said that
if I wait for an unwed mother no taller than 5 feet I’ll be waiting
forever! They dropped this package in my arms, gosh, the most
beautiful baby girl I had ever seen. We fell in love in 10 seconds.”
They named her Nurit, Hebrew for buttercup. She’s now 41,
and “a big, good-looking broad living in California as a nanny,”
says her proud papa. Ron, 46, is an engineer there and he has a
son, Bryce, 10.
It was while Varda was selling puppets at the San Mateo
County Fair that she saw her next opportunity. There were a
number of Shriner clowns—famous for their zippy little sports
cars in parades—who stopped by her booth.
She introduced herself and asked, “How do
I get to be a clown?”
She told Jerry, “In two weeks we’re going
to a clown workshop.” Jerry said, “What’s
this ‘we’? Well, I’ll go and watch. That lasted
about 10 minutes. As soon as they put the
greasepaint on me, I found I liked it. I knew
I’d lost my mind. I knew damn well that I
was nuts, but we had a ball.”
Although Jerry says he was just being a
good husband (“She just goes and I just grab
hold and hang on.”), Varda disagrees that he
is an unwitting victim.
That’s how these two work around each
other—their act on the stage is friendly, clean
and comes from a place of love. They are the
people’s comic couple, like Ann Meara and
Jerry Stiller might have been as parents. Off
stage, their stories are crafted a bit better with each retelling. They
temper their statements with knowing looks and inoffensive eye
rolls. Despite their claims that their coupling was a culture clash
right out of the chute, “She has great comedic timing,” says the
clock-watching Jerry, “but a fine disregard for time.” Their banter
comes from a place of love.
And it carries over to those around them in the most innocuous
moments. When David Seelig, who photographed the couple, was
asked if by chance he was Jewish, he told them his most recent reason
for avoiding organized practice was because a rabbi stood him up at
his Catholic wife’s burial services. They were visibly saddened.
“I wish I had known, I would have come,” Jerry said. “That was
not nice.” And they invited him to join them at the Boise synagogue.
“They don’t want to offend anyone,” Varda says. “They know we
don’t keep a kosher home and that we drive to services.”
“For him,” adds Jerry, “there would be room.”
The Goldmans have that effect on people, of compelling you
to fearlessly have a dialogue about topics you’ve probably never
told a friend, much less a stranger. When they are out of costume,
you’re the only one in their orbit. When they’re in costume, even
if you are among those who can only take your clowns on a caseby-case basis like I am, one cannot help but be drawn to them.
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They see you. They hear you. And they always want to make
it better.
“No meeting is a coincidence,” Varda says.
Varda maintains that Jerry is always a self-deprecating ham
with a half-empty-glass attitude and a short fuse, the result of
trying to be the serious-minded man he’s expected to be.
“He was a good Jewish boy. He wanted to do right for his family,” Varda explains. “But he’s a different kind of man, a different
kind of doctor. He’s nice and he relates to his patients.”
At first, Jerry thought he wanted to be a pediatrician. And then
there was Lloyd.
Lloyd would wait at the elevator when he knew rounds were
starting and throw his arms around Jerry’s legs, making the young
doctor walk with him until he couldn’t hold on any more. Lloyd
was 4 and he had lymphosarcoma.
“The night that kid died, a piece of me died too,” Jerry says,
tearing up at the memory. The experience changed his career
direction away from pediatrics. He became an internist instead.
“So then I got teenagers with horrible diseases. I was doing rounds
on 13 young people all in different stages of dying. I got so burned
out. Things like that take pieces out of you.”
His compassion for children is evident when he tells of how he
was stabbed while taking his son to a night
game at Candlestick Park in San Francisco.
He seemed to take some responsibility for
their actions, explaining that they had been
running late and he made the choice to park
in a known rough area. He describes the
thugs as “three kids” who knifed him after
they got impatient when he tried to separate
his cash from a money clip his wife had given
him. His boy, then 7, hid behind a car until
his dad called for him, and they retreated to
a nearby grocery.
“I saw that my wound was all around
vital organs and was thinking that this was
not good when Ron said, ‘Are you going to
die, Daddy?’ I said, ‘Not tonight, I’ve got
other things to do!’ Luckily, my amateur
surgeon stuck that knife right between all
the important items.”
Jerry took a sabbatical to Sun Valley, which had become a
regular escape for the little family over the years. He returned
to the Bay Area to work in the emergency room, “where I could
take care of the acute problem and turn them over to their regular
doctors,” and continued helping Varda with her various shows
and craft fairs.
“Her world is fun,” he says. “And I’m willing to do just about
anything that sounds like fun. Even when I’m depressed, I put on
a costume and I’m a different person. It’s transformative.”
They keep their suitcases packed with all the accoutrements
of their trade: props, balloons for animal making, and a line of
finely made puppets from Folkmanis, which Varda fell in love
with when she opened an ecclectic store called Varda’s in the ’70s.
The couple owned a Ketchum building where The Galleria now
stands, and Varda was her own boss, keeping hours that suited
her. Even today, they work without formal contracts, assuming
that “you will keep your word.” And when not on hire, they go
wherever they feel people need a smile.
They are humbled by the affection they have received over the
years. Recognized while eating out on a number of occasions, they
have asked for the check only to find out that it has been taken
care of.
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“It happens all the time,” Jerry says.
“We ask, ‘How come?’ and they say it’s
for doing so much for their kids for so
many years. We get a kick out of it.”
“People,” Varda says, eyes wide in
mock amazement, “think we’re cute or
something.”
But don’t refer to them as elderly.
Varda will tell you her age off the record,
and Jerry will tell you he is five years
younger. Still, “You can call us seniors
because you get something back for it.
Elderly I don’t like,” he says.
The last time I saw Varda and Jerry
Goldman out entertaining was last summer, wrapping up a long, hot spell of
balloon-making at Ketch’em Alive. They
weren’t using canes, but he was clutching
his inhaler, and looking for the packing
up help that was running behind. They
looked dishearteningly frail and tired,
and they reluctantly had to turn away
a latecomer, not because time was up,
which it was, but because Jerry wasn’t
feeling well. You can tell it hurt them
both. Especially Varda.
A bout of breast cancer in 2000 made
her more determined than ever to spread
her brand of sunshine.
“I wasn’t scared of the bullets flying
around me in Israel, but I was afraid of
cancer,” she says. “You get totally selfcentered when you’re fighting cancer, but
I learned a lot about the things I had
forgotten when things were going well.”
They studied her options together, and
he respected her freedom to choose.
Once she decided the route of treatment she would take, Jerry says, Varda
never looked down or back. “She would
come in to the radiation room doing a
little Japanese dance. She showed them it
didn’t have to be a sad place.”
“I rediscovered what it means to entertain,” she says. “But I also found out what
marriage meant. I had the support of my
husband every step of the way, which was
incredibly important.”
His late-onset asthma forced him to
retire, and a bout of pneumonia with
septic shock almost killed him last July.
“I knocked on the gates, but I wasn’t
ready to go in,” he says.
The couple don’t seem deterred. They
plan to have their regular spot at the
Ketchum Arts Festival this summer.
The last time I talked to Varda, she
encouraged me to go see the new Grateful
Dead movie. She and Jerry had gone the
night before.
“Ask me what I wore,” she said, and
I complied. “Well, my tie-dyed top of
course, because it makes me so happy.” sVg
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Big
 By Jason D.B. Kauffman 
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You’ve got to pass on
all the kindness and
generosity you’ve
received in your life.
Billy Olson’s motto
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In return

for the community support that led the once elite skinny-tire
bike racer to make Hailey his first permanent home 20 years
ago, Billy Olson has shared the ideas borne from his time afloat,
ideas that have time and again become the basis for something
the valley has come to love. The most notable feat has been his
contribution to the Sun Valley fat-tire biking scene.
With 435 miles of continuous single-track trails woven
around the valley, the stage was set. Still, few would disagree
that Olson has done the lion’s share of work to put the area’s
mountain biking allures on the map.
From his one-of-a-kind, custom-built bikes that sell for
thousands of dollars to the countless hours spent as a race promoter making sure an event goes off without a hitch, Olson is
a touchstone. Zipping around town with his mobile bike-repair
trailer, helping track down spare parts so a local kid can build
a mountain bike on the cheap or giving advice to an up-andcoming bike racer, again, Olson’s the man.
Long held as a local’s secret, Olson’s ventures have been getting attention in the national press with even greater regularity
since he established the Powerhouse restaurant and bike shop
in Hailey in 2009, an outpost for all things bike related.
Notoriously anti-self-promotion, Olson told the Idaho
Mountain Express then that opening his dream come true just
made sense. “People used to always bring six-packs into the
bike shop while we worked on bikes anyway, and we all worked
nights at restaurants.”
Features in Outside, Bicycling and other major magazines
have added cachet to the informal marketing that has made
Olson a fountainhead of information.
Asking around the valley unearths many Billy Olson
followers.
Eric Rector, director of trails for the Blaine County Recreation
District, is one of them.
“Anything to do with cycling at all, from running kids camps
to figuring out how we’re going to get kids to races or just going
and having a fun ride and just enjoying company, he’s that guy,”
Rector says. “He loves cycling, and it’s been a part of his life
and he’s just devoted to sharing that with everybody.”
Olson’s motto is: You’ve got to pass on all the kindness and
generosity you’ve received in your life.
“It’s true. That guy gives a ton,” says Rector, a longtime
mountain biker who’s known Olson for more than a dozen
years. “I could go on with stories about kids who wanted
to learn how to ride. He would send out an e-mail, and we
would all piece parts together and get a kid on a bike in two
or three days.”
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TOUGH TO

Tame

Olson’s go-for-it attitude in life and parallel gratitude to
the sport was the result of turbulent growing-up years.
“I was a troubled kid, that’s why I bounced around,” Olson
explains. His longest stay in one place was south Florida. Other
stops along the way included Medford, Ore., and Reno, Nev.
He dabbled in a range of sporting activities. “I played tennis,
and I’d break rackets and do all this other stuff.”
Nothing else encouraged concentration like road cycling did,
he says. Though Olson did jump into longer road races over the
years, his strength lay more in short-distance criteriums and
time trials, both of which are favored by more powerful riders.
“With cycling, you’re just too tired to be upset at the end. It
was a great way to channel my energy,” he says.
For all the things he was looking for in life—exhilaration,
friendship, focus and purpose—“cycling was the thing that I
found worked for me.”
Olson’s knack for the fast-paced sport was noticed by a real
estate developer in Boca Raton, Fla., who provided financial
support for competitive cyclists, including the then 15-year-old
aspiring racer.
“His name was Mike Carey,” he says. “We’d race all up and
down the East Coast. He really made that possible. He took
care of me. If I needed entry fees for nationals or whatever he
would pay for them. He would help me with plane tickets.”
Olson says he never really made it to the head of the pack in
the seriously competitive world of road racing. And despite the
significant support he received from people like Carey, he still
had to dig deep to find funding to expand his racing pursuits.
Olson’s attempt to make it in the demanding European racing circuit, where he ranked as elite amateur, was paid for on his
own dime. “I never really made the jump from serious amateur
to professional,” he says.
Six years later, with Carey’s contributions in his heart, Olson
began taking the reins of his life at the age of 21.

Birthday

happy

His version of the classic Sun Valley arrival story goes like
this.
It began on a warm late August evening in 1991. Stepping
out of his aunt and uncle’s Winnebago after dozing off during
the long drive up from Boise, a bleary-eyed Olson was struck
by the pleasant nighttime air. The silvery glow illuminating
the adjacent ski runs didn’t hurt either. “I had no idea what we
had driven through,” he says. “It was a full moon on Baldy in
August so it was 80 degrees out at night. It was perfect.”
Early the next morning, the enticements just kept coming.
“We went to breakfast at the old Buffalo Café. It was the
breakfast place at the time. They had fresh jam, really cute
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“I like something, I do it.
I do a lot of it.”

Billy Olson

22

s u m m e r 2 011 • s u n va l l ey g u i d e

waitresses and great food.” Appetites
satiated, they headed over to Backwoods
(Mountain Sports) to rent mountain
bikes. “It was my first mountain bike with
a shock I’d ever ridden,” he remembers
with reverence.
Heading north from town, the trio hung
a left and parked at one of the nearest trailheads. “We went and rode Fox Creek. I just
had the time of my life. I was just blown
away at how great the riding was, how
picturesque. The whole thing was mindblowing to me.”
At that time, Olson was living what
some would consider a comparably picturesque existence on a 22-foot sailboat
moored in San Francisco. Suddenly, a tiny
little town tucked into the Douglas firand aspen-covered mountains of Idaho was
competing heavily for his affection.
The definitive moment came over a beer
and a burger at Ketchum’s Grumpy’s.
The trio was seated at a table next to a
guy and about a dozen of his friends who
were celebrating his birthday. “They were
literally singing songs,” and not limited
to “Happy Birthday” Olson recounts. “I
mean this is something you don’t see just
anywhere, right?”
Given all he had seen and done in those
few hours, Olson could hardly contain
himself, and said as much. “I’m like, ‘This
is amazing. This place is just unbelievable.’”
It was one of those Sun Valley days that
seem to last forever. Only the setting sun
suggested otherwise. And a roundtrip plane
ticket meant Olson would be flying back to
San Francisco in less than 24 hours.
Getting up to leave, Olson attempted his
goodbyes.
But the guy at the next table over was
having none of it. “Why the rush?” he
taunted.
And then he said something seemingly
benign, but ultimately pivotal.
“He’s like, ‘Well, don’t leave.’”
For a rootless—and young, he notes—
soul like his, the simple statement was alluring in a way few would understand. “It was
like a fairytale.”
A few hundred dollars richer due to the
generosity of his aunt and uncle, Olson took
a chance and stayed on.
It will be 20 years this August 23.
“It’s just worked ever since,” he says.
“This town has taken incredible care of me.”
That day was also the start of Olson’s
transformation from street racing to mountain biking. “I fell in with a bunch of guys
who rode mountain bikes here, a lot of the
guys I still ride with today.”
And the valley lured another convert to
the fold.
www.sunvalleyguide.com

Wheels

spinning

This summer, he will be sponsoring
about 10 local bike races. For the tenth
year in a row, he’s organizing the Wood
River Cup, a series of short-track mountain bike races in Croy Canyon west of
Hailey every Wednesday in June. He’s
considering holding a long-course mountain bike race sometime in July as well.
Olson is also bringing back the popular July 4 Hailey Criterium, which takes
place right after the town’s Fourth of
July parade. Come fall, he’ll once again
be organizing the late-season cyclocross
races at Crosstoberfest. Rounding out the
valley’s bike racing season in November
will be a cyclocross series.
It’s a lot of work promoting these races
and the real payoff is not monetary, it’s
the support Olson receives from the valley’s bicycling community. They understand what an asset he is for the local
two-wheeled crowd.
“He’s pretty much kept mountain biking alive in our community,” says India
Wysong, a local racer who started entering Olson’s races in 2004.
In 2007, Wysong started the all-women’s Mud Honey cycling team to get more
women involved in the local bike racing
scene. Olson’s help and support have been
crucial to the Mud Honey’s success. “I
started doing the short-track races down in
Hailey, and I wanted more women to join
in on the fun and agony of those races.”
A lot of locals go to Olson for all sorts
of advice on putting on an event or just
about racing, Wysong says. “He’s got a
great racing history of his own. He’s a
wealth of knowledge. He’s brought a lot to
our community because he used to race in
Europe. He deserves a lot of recognition.”
And like his mentor Carey, Olson
has become a mentor for youth here.
He is the driving force behind Sun
Valley Road & Dirt, a highly popular program that offers local mountain
biking camps for kids each summer.

Gears

switching

With the perspective of more than
four decades, and a family of his own,
Olson realized that it wasn’t all about
being the fastest or striving to be at the
head of the pack.
The transition in thinking has pushed
him instead to promote others, as Carey
had done for him, from the sidelines.
And having tired of working for wages,
and having earned enough financial success to do so, he opened his combination
restaurant and bike shop.

Biking

rentals
sales
service

Footwear

Fashion

We've Got
You Covered -

Head to Toe

Main Street Ketchum
726.3194 • Open Daily
formulasports.com
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“ He’s pretty much kept mountain
biking alive in our community.”
India Wysong

Beer
leave with a Bike

come in for a

Located right on Main Street in Hailey, the Powerhouse is a place
you can watch your bike being worked on while biting into a juicy,
grass-fed-beef burger and downing a brew off the lengthy beer list, 140
in all at last count. His meals are made from the wares of local growers
and ranchers.
With the Powerhouse, Olson has taken bits and pieces of different bike
and coffee shops and beer joints he’s seen over the years as a traveling
racer and thrown them all together under one roof.
“To me, this is like the things I wish this community had, and I put
them here. It was baby steps.”
It’s been nearly a decade since Olson introduced another of his novel
business ideas: a mobile bike-repair business, briefly docked, to be
brought back this summer because last summer found him tending bar
far more than working with bike tools.
The bar time kept him in sales, though. Patrons come in for a beer,
see some of the unusual and hard-to-find bikes and frames hung around
the walls as décor and a negotiation is frequently launched.
Olson told Bicycling magazine last year that “we have a cooling-off
period,” meaning, a sober safe distance inserted between talks to avoid
impulse remorse.
Rector sees the Powerhouse as just one more thing that’s given the
south valley a much stronger presence on the local mountain biking
scene. “With everything that’s going on in Hailey, with all of these new
trails we’re getting built on BLM land and more to come, it’s changing
the interface of the Wood River Valley.”
24
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Like Olson’s passion for biking, the Powerhouse’s
rise was tempered with adversity. Now in his 40s, he
had barely gotten a nice life lined out for himself, with
a wife, Tanya, and two children, Davis, 10, and Otto,
6, when he found out he had Parkinson’s disease.
The disease is a progressive disorder of the nervous
system that affects movement. Often starting with a
barely noticeable tremble in one hand, it can alternately
cause overall shaking, freezing of movement entirely,
the loss of facial expressions and difficulty speaking.
Celebrities like Michael J. Fox have brought the
disorder to the forefront, even filming a public service
announcement where he allowed himself to be shot in
full sway, without medication, to illustrate the effects.
Tanya says nothing is taken for granted in the
Olson household these days.
The self-proclaimed purist who defends his lack of
interests outside of biking, beer, family and friends
with: “I like something, I do it. I do a lot of it,” is the
same guy post-diagnosis, just more focused, she says.
Married to him for 13 of their 18 years together,
Tanya says he has started putting deadlines on accomplishing his dreams.
“He’s always wanted to do what he’s doing now,”
she says. “It was less than a year (after his diagnosis)
when he opened the Powerhouse.”
And she says the Billy she fell in love with for his
ethic—work and otherwise—is still intact.
Although Olson admits the diagnosis has made
him think differently about things, he insists it was
family that provoked his decision to reprioritize things
both on the bike and in his work life.
“It hasn’t changed my life all that much. It’s just
the tremor. It’s different for everybody.”
With the characteristic signs of his disease—
frequent, unanticipated body tremors—increasingly
apparent, he’s relying on what he’s learned about
pacing to navigate today’s demands.
“This last 12 months has been spent totally focused
on the restaurant. This year I’m hoping to put a lot
more back into the bike shop.”
Looking at the arc of his life, one could say Olson
was lost for 20, found for 20 and now is in maintenance mode.
Even with the recent changes in his life, Olson
counts on cycling to keep it all in perspective, saying,
“It brings you back to center.”
Olson wishes Carey could see how well his life has
turned out—a fact he attributes to the support he and
others gave him at that crucial stage in his life. “He
never asked for anything from me. I’d love for him to
know what I’ve done. I feel like I’ve taken my debt to
him and totally given it to the next kids.”
And he’s learning how to hang with the pack rather
than try to outrun it.
“What I learned, maybe 10 years ago, was that it’s
OK to not be the fastest one out there as long as you’re
having a good time.”
And when a guy who’s spun such a fulfilling life
out of a chance meeting at Grumpy’s invites you to
join him in a good time, you can trust he knows what
he’s talking about. sVg
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Herman Maricich always preferred the air over the
ground. He trained as a fighter pilot in World War
II and when he returned to take over the rink at
Sun Valley Lodge, he continued to soar, doing
death-defying stunts over barrels and gracefully
floating above the ice. Now 87, he still brings vigor
to the sport with innovative performance ideas.
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n a planner’s distraction, Herman Maricich
saw opportunity. While others toiled to bring
the world’s best ski resort to Idaho 75 years
ago, it was his doggedness that contributed to
making Sun Valley an all-season destination.
Today, skating in the picturesque rink at
the back of the Lodge draws competitors,
visitors and spectators to glide under bright
blue skies or opaque moons, take lessons from
legends or get close to Olympians in glamorous ice skating shows.
Maricich started skating in Oakland,
Calif., when he was 12, his first laps on $7
blades bought with paper-route money. He
trained in speed skating and stunt skating—
the genesis of acts that would captivate Sun
Valley audiences for years.
“In 1942, they needed skaters for the carnival, the precursor to today’s Saturday night ice
shows. I was working in a shipyard and needed
a break,” he says, laughing at the memory.
“All the pretty girls in the ice carnivals were
college students. They waited tables during
the day. The boys also worked at the resort,
as bellmen and waiters. We lived in the Lodge
basement (where today’s executive offices are).
“Everyone was young. The entire community
was so much smaller.”
Maricich moved here permanently in 1955,
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Ofﬁce Hours: 9am - 5 pm
Monday - Friday

(208) 726-2622

491 East 10th ST. Unit A 5
Ketchum, ID. 83340
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just as the plan for one large ice surface to
replace two small ones was being implemented. Instructor to the famous and the
beautiful, he glided around the rink with
Lucille Ball and Ann Sothern, and had to
keep reminding a gaggle of Kennedy kids
that hockey was not allowed. “So the kids
came back with a football that they wanted
to toss around the ice after I told them ‘no
hockey,’” Maricich says. “They said, ‘Well,
you didn’t tell us that wasn’t allowed.’”
He also took over the children’s skating program, coaching dozens of budding
stars and directing their numbers in the ice
shows. This program morphed into today’s
Sun Valley Figure Skating Club, a thriving
entity with more than 200 members.
	But by 1963, the winter maintenance of
the rink was proving expensive.
“So I told the general manager, ‘Why
don’t you let me take this over? Clean the
ice? Run it?’” Maricich says. “I had a cheap
old truck with a snowplow. I’d clear the
snow and blow it off the end of the rink.
I even had my own re-surfacer system. So
I began to lease the rink in the winter and
run it.”
Using skills honed from working at
rinks from a young age, coupled with his
business degree from the University of

Ice TIME
Sun Valley’s outdoor ice rink is the coolest place in the summer to rub elbows with
world-class stars, practice your skills, compete or simply sit back and be entertained.
Here’s a short list of ways to enjoy one of
the country’s only year-round outdoor rinks:

Sun Valley’s
premier location...
on Ketchum’s
Main Street
Indoor Heated Pool & Spa

208-726-4114
800-805-1001

Best Western is the official hotel to
AAA & Harley-Davidson
28

Shooting stars:
	Beginning July 2, every Saturday night at
dusk, the stars come out to dazzle. Continuing
a tradition as long standing as the resort itself,
this year’s Sun Valley Summer Ice Shows
offer an impressive lineup of talent. The
schedule boasts 2010 Olympic gold medalist and crowd favorite Evan Lysacek, who
skates July 16 and 23. Perennial favorite and
Olympic silver medalist Sasha Cohen takes
to the ice August 6 and again September 3.
Other headliners include Mirai Nagasu (July
2) Meryl Davis and Charlie White (August 3),
Ryan Bradley (August 20), Tanith Belbin and
Ben Agosto (August 27). Other exciting professional pairs, dancers and freestyle skaters
are also sure to electrify audiences.
	Tickets are now available at www.sunvalley.com, at the Sun Valley Recreation Office
or by calling 208.622.2135 or 888.622.2108.
Tickets may also be available at the gate prior
to the show.
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California at Berkeley, Maricich started
bringing his vision to life by negotiating
with resort owner Bill Janss to secure a
year-round lease.
“With that, I changed the idea of the
staff. I went out and got as many great pros
as I could.”
The instructional program gained
momentum and visibility and soon
reached capacity. An indoor rink, Maricich thought, was the thing that would
turn the operation into a world-class
skating destination.
“Janss said it was a good idea, but he
couldn’t finance it,” Maricich says. “He
was investing in the mountain.” When
Maricich persisted, theorizing he could get
it done with private investors, “Janss kind
of laughed at the idea but wished me well.”
Undeterred, “I wrote up a proposal
and presented it to about 100 people.
Of those, I got 10 people to invest, and I
found financing for the rest.” Now general
manager of the project, he rented the land
and secured a 15-year lease. A year and
$450,000 later, it was done.
Hockey came online with the new
arena and Maricich devised a plan that
evolved into the semi-pro team, Sun Valley Suns. Today, the Sun Valley Youth

Skate with the pros:
	And the ice show stars aren’t just there to
perform. Many also teach during the summer.
In addition to taking lessons and clinics taught
by Sun Valley’s impressive roster of year-round
coaches, a roster that includes Olympians
and champions of every ilk, skaters may also
sign up for clinics and lessons with visiting ice
skating royalty.
Ice show performers, including dancers Brent Bommentre and Kim
Navarro (two-time U.S. bronze
medalist), spinning phenom
Craig Heath (two-time American
Open silver medalist), master
entertainer Dan Hollander (twotime national bronze medalists,
American Open professional
champion) and solo sensation
Ashley Clark (U.S. gold medalist) are available to teach and
inspire. For a full schedule of
clinic times as well as pro bios,
log on to www.sunvalley.com/icelessons.
Just for fun:
For those who just wish to skate, no lessons involved, the resort offers a full-service
pro shop that rents skates for recreational
skaters, as well as a store that will properly
outfit you. For a full listing of public skating
times and rates, call 208.622.2194.

Hockey Association coaches almost 200
children every year and adult leagues are
always full.
Maricich continued to do what he
loved best: entertain, performing in ice
shows for decades. Among his most memorable acts were a bullfighter tango, a
comic polar bear and an elegant duet performed in black tie. Maricich also soared
effortlessly over barrels, a talent he passed
on to son Nick.
Each summer season had a theme and
Maricich choreographed many of the numbers. “He was pretty much the dominant
force in coming up with the acts,” says
longtime friend and collaborator Dick
Haskell. He also created intricate costumes
for his roles: bull and donkey heads, and
bears that had moving tongues and eyes.
Maricich’s Hermanettes were beautiful ladies clad in figure-flattering costumes who performed support roles in
Maricich’s numbers.
“Everything you see at the rinks today
is just an extension of what Herman developed,” Haskell says.
“I got a great deal of satisfaction from
turning the dream I had into reality,” Maricich says with a smile. “But there’s always
more to do.” sVg

Fun and competition
for amateur skaters:
	This year, the resort also hosts its Seventh
annual Adult Skaters’ Weekend from August
24-28. This adults-only weekend includes
on-ice seminars, world-class presenters and
a variety of enjoyable activities around the
area. For more information on this program,
log onto www.sunvalley.com.
Young skaters also flock to Sun Valley in
the summer. The annual Summer Championship showcases
skaters from those in Basic
Skills through Senior levels. The
event is from July 21-24. This
year, Sun Valley also hosts the
U.S. Collegiate Figure Skating
Championships, again, from
July 21-24. This competition is
the only figure skating event in
the country open solely to highlevel, full-time college students.
Nearly 300 skaters are
expected to participate in these two exciting
summer competitions. For more information,
log on to www.sunvalleyfsc.com.
Skating with the Stars:
	The rink will be the stage for a new event,
“Battle of the Blades: Ice . . . It’s Hard.” The
charity competition Sept. 10 matches nine
local celebrities with skating professionals.

company of fools

company of fools
idaho’s award-winning
theatre company
circle mirror transformation
june 28 - july 23
the velveteen rabbit
oct 18 - 30
it’s a wonderful life: a live radio play
dec 14 - 30
god of carnage
feb 15 - mar 3

208.788.6520
companyoffools.org

inset photo courtesy The community library, REGIONAL HISTORY DEPARTMENT, ketchum, ID
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living [bear naked crime]

bears about town

Though they raid fridges and root through garbage,
bears are an important part of life in the valley.
by Katherine Wutz and Jennifer Liebrum
photos by local bear spotters

Lars Guy was in his office overlooking Trail Creek at the Andorra
Villa Condominium a few years ago when he noticed a willow branch
floundering outside his window. Checking it out, he spotted a small
black bear making its way along the flimsy branch toward a bird feeder.
“The owner of the birdfeeder didn’t take too kindly to the birdseed
thief and used a wrist rocket with marbles to shoot him off the bush,”
Guy recalls. “The bear left without injury, (but) what was somewhat
hilarious regarding this incident was that as the bear would climb farther out the willow branch, the lower to the ground and farther away
from the feeder he would get. There was no chance that the birdfeeder
was ever at risk.”

“A big load of people feed
the cute bears. I like bears
too, but it’s a big problem.”
Ed Mitchell,
Idaho Department of Fish and Game
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isa Scales did not invite the Chocolate Gulch black bear to her wedding
rehearsal dinner in 1999, but he came anyway,
breaking into her soon-to-be mother-in-law’s
home and helping himself to the hors d’oeuvres
that Scales had stashed in the fridge.
“The bear was standing on his hind legs,
the door of the refrigerator was open, and
he was just grabbing handfuls of cheese and
eating it,” Scales recounted recently. “He ate
everything. It was kind of a panic.”
Her wedding cake—and her ceremony—
survived the bear’s binge, but he’s been a
regular visitor to her mother-in-law’s cabin
ever since, sneaking in through a door left ajar
for the family dogs.
With almost 20,000 black bears in Idaho,
it’s no wonder Wood River Valley denizens,
with their passion for outdoor activities, find
themselves with unexpected guests at parties
and picnics.
“Black bear have always been rather fond
of the Wood River Valley,” says Ed Mitchell,
spokesman for the Idaho Department of Fish
and Game.
Black bears are the most prolific type of bear
in North America, with a wardrobe that can
present in any shade from black to cinnamon.
“I get countless calls about grizzly sightings
in Blaine County,” says Lee Garwood, a conservation officer with the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game. “But it’s not a grizzly you’re
looking at 99.9 percent of the time. It’s just a
black bear that’s colored brown.”
Unlike the horrifying story of three campers
in Yellowstone last summer being marauded
and mauled—one fatally—by a seemingly
unprovoked mother grizzly bear, valley residents have been fortunate. Attacks here are
rare, largely due to a difference in personality
between the grizzly and the locally prevalent
black bear.
“Black bears most often act like they are
afraid of us and will try to get away,” Mitchell
explains. “Grizzly bears generally aren’t afraid
of us, and that makes a huge difference.”
Bears in general tend to engage only when
protecting young or food, each with differing
vigor. It is rare for a bear to exhibit predatory
behavior toward humans, and most aggressive
encounters happen over a hunter’s kill or when
a bear is surprised.
“It’s a very unusual circumstance when a
black bear would not retreat,” Mitchell says.
“But if you try to challenge a grizzly bear.
Well, good luck with that.”
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very year, at least five or six black bears are seen outside of what
they have left of their original habitat and in the middle of what
we’ve claimed as ours—where people food, new or old, is irresistible
and oddly more nutritious than their native diet. These indiscriminate
foodies are constantly in search of the high-fat, high-protein food that
makes hibernation possible.
“Food is their main driver, what motivates them more than anything,
year-round,” says Robin Garwood, wildlife biologist for the Sawtooth
National Recreation Area.
She says that while mating is a nice diversion
in spring, a full belly is more inspiring overall.
Lee Garwood, Robin’s husband, has seen
bears break into cars to get at old pizza boxes
tantalizing from the back seat. One Sun Valley
resident inexplicably lured a bear to her window
using six thawing steaks. The bear accepted a
bacon chaser as bait when later trapped and
relocated.
Another bear in Warm Springs Canyon seemed
The Mooseau family home
to
have a penchant for ice cream, breaking into
in the Board Ranch, west of
numerous freezers in search of a frozen treat.
Ketchum, was frequented by
Perhaps it was a more diet-conscious bear that
bears from the surrounding
stalked and swiped a salad that an Elkhorn resiwoods. Adrienne Mooseau
dent had just set out on a picnic table for lunch.
said Fish and Game took away
No confirmation on whether that was the same
one bear when she was a kid,
bear Lee Garwood encountered in the same area
but it came back the next
seeking similar low-calorie treats.
spring. “They’re persistent,”
“I had a diet soda open,” he remembers. “The
she says. That’s an understatecub crawled into the truck and was licking the
ment. Just last spring she
soda can.”
was having dinner with her
This tendency to gravitate to all manner of
parents and they looked up
savory smells is a bear’s downfall, overriding
and saw a baby bear standing
fear even when it causes them to fall for traps.
just outside the glass doors.
Imitation vanilla extract is frequently shown
“He basically was just curito be a bear’s food weakness, according to Lee
ous. We opened the door and
Garwood, but like people, bears don’t have one
kinda scared him off.” Her
universal favorite taste or smell.
mother, Jenny, thought she
“Different bears seem to have different prefwas taking adequate evasive
erences,” he says. “Who knows why. They just
measures when she put trash in
like anything that makes a scent, and it doesn’t
her Subaru rather than in the
take much.”
non-bear-proof bin. She left
Though bears avoid people, they are more
the car’s windows slightly open
inquisitive—and
determined—than most other
to keep her car from smelling.
wild
animals.
“She came out to find him in
In his book “Between a Rock and a Hard
her car tearing it apart,” AdriPlace,” Aron Ralston, the hiker who severed
enne says with a laugh. “Like I
his arm to free himself from a boulder pinning
said, they’re persistent.”
him in a Utah canyon, devoted a chapter to his
encounter with a bear that followed him in the
Teton Range of northwestern Wyoming. The bear got some of his rations,
which Ralston scolded away from him like a master does a naughty dog.
The bear, he said, appeared to understand, tilted his head and gave up, for
a while. The bear followed him for the next 24 hours—for his backpack,
he reasoned—scooting just out of rock-striking distance until Ralston made
it back to the safety of his car.
Such thoughtful interaction wouldn’t surprise Mitchell, who said,
“Bears are bright and they’re very curious.”
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bear
necessities
Facts about Ursus americanus
aka the American black bear
Prevalence: They inhabit 32 of the
50 states and 11 of 12 Canadian
provinces. They outnumber the grizzly
bear due to their adaptability and
smaller appetites.
Vitals: Black bear females breed
every other year and have an average of two cubs. A cub weighs
about 75 pounds at 1 year old. Adult
male black bears weigh roughly 250
pounds while adult females weigh an
average of 140 pounds. They can be
up to 6 feet long and 3 feet high at the
shoulder.
Distinguishing marks: Though
black bears are generally smaller
when full grown than grizzlies, size is
not a good determinant when trying
to decide a bear’s species. Color
doesn’t work either, as both can range
from very light blond to cinnamon to
black. Black bears have prominent
ears, a straighter facial profile and a
long muzzle. They usually have a light
patch of chest hair.
Tracks: A black bear paw print has
short claw marks that curve inward.
Denning time: Hibernation usually begins in October and ends in
mid-April. Black bears prefer brushy
areas, tree cavities or depressions
under boulders.
Personality: smart and playful.
Source: Grizzly Bear Outreach Project

Stay safe in bear country
While an attack is rare, it doesn’t hurt
to keep these tips in mind should you
encounter a black bear.
Don’t run. Instead, try to put distance
between you and the bear by talking
and waving your arms.
Stand your ground. If a bear
approaches, remain calm, try to
assess its motive.
If the attack seems predatory or cubs
are near, it persists and bites you,
then fight back. Fight for your life.
If the bear is acting defensively, and
you have not been able to use a
deterrent like pepper spray or otherwise get away, play dead.
Source: Grizzly Bear Outreach Project
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CRISIS

HOTLINE

When you don’t know
where to turn. Call us.
A trained volunteer is available
right now to listen, provide
comfort, and referrals

Call us. We Can help.
24 hours a day

726-3596
or 788-3596
A place to start when you need
help. Anonymous and confidential
for your comfort and security.
P.O. Box 939 Ketchum, Idaho 83340

o u t f i t t e r S

WHERE FISHERMEN
SHOP

GUIDED SUMMER TROUT
& UPLAND BIRD TRIPS
MULTI-DAY TRIPS TO
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
KIDS SUMMER FISHING cAMP
GUIDED BAcKPAcKING &
HIGH MOUNTAIN LAKE FISHING

FINE OUTDOOR GEAR,
cLOTHING & GIFTS
371 N. Main St., Ketchum
(208) 726-1706
www.los tr iveroutfitter s .com
info@los tr iveroutfitter s .com
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No manners Ann Woolley was set for lunch at her Sun Valley home on Fairway Drive when this guy
unabashedly dove in. While the bear enjoyed the soup, Woolley called a Fish and Game officer. The 150
pound teen bear was hauled back to nature. This was 2007, after the habitat-changing Castle Rock Fire.

A

ccording to the history provided
by Washington state’s Grizzly
Bear Outreach Project, black bears
originated in Asia and came to North
America across the Bering Land Bridge
more than 3 million years ago. When
humans became competitors for food,
bears became a food and clothing source
for man. Survival meant learning how
to evade and avoid, a characteristic that
would help them when European settlers
arrived.
Native Americans have long lived
comfortably among bears thanks to
their reverence for the animals. Some
tribes wouldn’t dare eat bears because
they believed they might be an ancestor.
Many traditions include them in rituals
and celebrations. They ask forgiveness
from the spirit of hunted bears and pray
through dance to deter retaliation from
the survivors.

There are about 914,000 black bears in
North America today. They tend to inhabit
forests or forest edges where they can hide.
Unexpected ursine house guests can
show up at any time of the year, but
certain seasons are more likely to yield a
bear sighting. Regan Berkeley, regional
wildlife biologist for Fish and Game,
says bears mainly appear just before
and after periods of hibernation. That
means mostly from the beginning of
April through early June, then in late
August through early October as the
bears try to stock up before their long
winter’s nap.
“If the berry crop is having a rough
year, you have a bear looking to fatten up
and not much to fatten up on,” Berkeley
explains.
A drought year often pushes bears
down into the bottom of the Warm Springs
Creek and Trail Creek drainages, along the
s u m m e r 2 011 • s u n va l l ey g u i d e

Celebrating

Kyle Livingston and Nick Smith met a large cinnamon bear while backpacking in the White Cloud Mountains last summer. Smith was napping in a tent and
Livingston was resting by a nearby lake when he heard pots and pans crashing. “I jumped up in time to see a large cinnamon bear grab my backpack in its
mouth and take off,” Livingston says. “I immediately started grabbing rocks
and yelling ‘Hey Bear!’ I chased the bear probably 50 yards until it stopped in a
thicket and turned around to face me with my pack still in its mouth. I threw a
rock very close to its head, which made it drop the pack. I threw another rock
which hit it in the side and then I ran at the bear yelling and waving my arms.
The bear retreated, leaving my pack covered in slobber and teeth marks.” Later,
while the men cooked dinner, the bear came back. “It seems that it was after
the sausages all along. We chased it off again and believe me when I say that we
hung the food bag extra high that night.”

32 years of Toys
for you, your children,
and your children’s children

bottom of the Wood River Valley around cause any problem [to leave food out],”
Gimlet, in East Fork Canyon and even Robin Garwood says. “They think, ‘Yogi
north of Hailey in search of food.
Bear,’ not a serious threat.”
“There are definitely more years when
“We get questions that run the whole
you are more likely to see bears in habitu- gamut, from cute, cuddly bears to terrifyated areas,” Robin Garwood says. “Par- ing bears that are out to get you,” Berketicularly in those periods when natural ley relates. “The reality is somewhere in
food is low.”
between.”
As for bears entering houses like the
To prevent a bear from coming into a
one that raided Scales’ party platters, campsite, the best thing to do is to put
that’s not typical bear behavior.
all food in bags and hang them high from
“It’s a whole other thing for a bear to a tree limb or in a tightly sealed vehicle.
go in a building,” Berkeley says. “When Trash should be placed in bear-proof
we see bears showing that sort of bold barrels and bins.
behavior, that elicits a very different
If fear of a bear attack is not motivation
response from us.”
enough, Mitchell employs the axiom, “A
A bear willing to push
fed bear is a dead bear,” to
against instinct and invade “Bears don’t
get the public’s cooperation.
a home is already too accus“A big load of people
start out as
tomed to associating humans
feed the cute bears,” he says.
with food. Bears that have
like bears too, but it’s a
problem bears; “I
already broken into a home
big problem. You feed them
tend to become repeat offendand you acclimate them to
they learn to
ers. While the damage may be
people.”
be problem
as slight as a dent in a cheese
It will more often than
assortment, a bear in a home
not prove fatal to the bear,
bears.”
could be very dangerous,
not the human, as was the
Regan Berkeley, case at a campsite north of
especially when a homeowner
Idaho Department of Ketchum.
comes around.
Fish and Game
“Unfortunately,
when
“It (the bear) was having
you get a bear that feels cora standoff with people over
nered, the bear has a choice between flee- a cooler,” Berkeley recalls.
ing and fighting, and you don’t know what
The bear had to be killed.
choice it’s going to make,” says Berkeley.
With proper preventative measures
Because a large number of non-locals taken in the outdoors and sensitivity to
come to this area for camping, hiking and the things that may lure bears to their
fishing, Lee Garwood says, raising bear doom, bears and people can and do peaceawareness can be a challenge.
fully coexist.
“It seems like we have a completely
“Bears don’t start out as problem
fresh crop of people to educate every bears. They learn to be problem bears,”
year,” he says.
Berkeley says.
Often, campers have a romanticized
It’s important to help them stay on their
view of wildlife compounded by a lack natural course for more than just their role
of knowledge of how to prevent bear in the web of life, but as a wonder of nature.
encounters in the wilderness.
“There’s just the intrinsic value of
“If they don’t have experience living bears,” she says. “A lot of people really
with bears, they might think it doesn’t do like seeing them.” sVg
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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recreation [happy (sometimes wacky) campers]

camp hosting
the best job you’ve
probably ever had
by Jennifer Liebrum
photos by David N. Seelig
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hey got there early and they’ll be
among the last to leave. If they don’t
hold the best camping spot, it’s probably in the top 10. And they will have
it all season, for free. Their turf markings are as original as the people who
made them.
One site near a popular but lessthan-scenic fishing hole is obscured
with all manner of swirly things like
rainbow wind socks and plastic flowers with bees flailing above them on
flimsy wire amid whirling dime-store
windmills. Another site, at the edge of
a ghost town’s cemetery, has a more
reverent scene. Here is a sign with the
family name burned onto scrap wood
and framed with antlers and horseshoes. A freshly filled birdfeeder made
from an old plastic bottle hangs from
a nearby tree, and a dreamcatcher of
multicolored yarn and bird feathers
sways over a string hammock.
You can trundle past, looking for a
spot for your own outfit, but you won’t
go unnoticed. Eventually, you’ll have
to meet the turf barons—you’ll have
to meet the campground host.
And, usually, what unfolds is comparable to slipping a Benjamin to the
concierge at the Ritz Carlton in terms
of the where-to-goes, what-to-sees and
secret-to-dos of the area. And, you
don’t have to tip.
“As a rule, people are not doing it
for the money,” explains Dan Smith,
manager of the Yankee Fork Historic
Area, headquartered in Challis, about
two hours northwest of Sun Valley.
“They like doing it because they like
people. They pull into a park, learn
everything there is to know, live in a
beautiful place in its best season, meet
interesting people and move on.”
Camp hosting, or “workamping” as
it has come to be known, has long been
a retiree’s career heaven. RV groups
nationwide pay for gas and keep their
social life rich while traveling from
site to site each season performing
volunteer duties as needed at state
and national parks. There is a whole
s u m m e r 2 011 • s u n va l l ey g u i d e

online community to give guidance on how
to stretch your dollar between seasons and
even a webinar on “RV maintenance for
ladies.” They have it nailed.
In call-for-service literature from Recreation Resource Management, one of the
largest employers of camp hosts in private
and public lands in 12 states, the word
“work” is in quotations repeatedly, a wink
at those who would call what they do
“work.” Duties can range from “working”
in a fee booth to keeping the peace, and
anything and everything in between.
Just as the locavore movement has
changed the distance between us and our
food, the need to get close to our forefathers
has caused a surge of interest in the seasonal
work from a different sector. Today’s camp
hosts are more often families, singletons
or college kids—anyone with a need for
adventure sprinkled with a bit of culture,
history and helping out—and, of course,
people watching.
But nowhere is the hosting more essential than in areas like the Yankee Fork mining district between Challis and Stanley.
Most people who reach Stanley, 60 miles
north of Ketchum, have filled their lungs
with mountain air from the Sawtooth and
White Cloud mountains, maybe taken a sail
around Redfish Lake, and most certainly
are looking forward to a milkshake from
Smiley Creek Lodge on the way home. In
the face of such recreational jewels, it’s easy
to see how the indifference to our pioneers
can happen. But as old-timers die and
keepers of history—like Dan Smith—find
the holes in the written record caused by
unasked questions, there’s an urgency to
harness a network to capture the lore.
“Personalizing history is the hardest
thing I do,” Smith admits. “Fortunately,
I’ve got a great bunch of people who want
to see that it happens.”
There are one-timers, like the opinionated Texan and the retired fire captain from
England who peppered their stories with
the accents of their hometowns. And people
like Jerome residents Zora Fansler, 69, and
her husband Dan, 68, who now serves as the
president (she’s the treasurer) of the Land of
the Yankee Fork Historical Association.
“He worked and lived on the Yankee
Fork before we got married, and my dad had
a band and played at the Stanley Club for 15
years during the late ‘50s and ’60s, so when
I was younger, we spent many weekends on
the Yankee Fork,” recalls Zora. “We used
to be bus drivers in Hagerman and we had
summers free. We went up to take in Custer
Days and they had a sign on the door that
they needed volunteers for the next season.”
Thanks to a handful of devoted and aniwww.sunvalleyguide.com

mated, volunteers like the Fanslers, more
than 20,000 people a year take the turn off
state Highway 75 at Sunbeam Village, and
follow the signs to Custer and the Yankee
Fork Dredge.
They sally forth through what seems like
endless miles of rock piles and strip mining
detritus to a clearing amid sagebrush-lined
ridges and lodgepole pines to a pile of
“what used to be” that now are the dilapidated remnants of a former hub.
You’re encouraged to visualize that this
pastoral expanse of grassland was once a
town of 600 named Bonanza City (Spanish for prosperity), the site of the county’s
first newspaper, The Yankee Fork Herald,
a post office, a school, a hotel, a blacksmith
shop, a café and dance hall, hardware and
variety stores, a croquet field, a baseball
field, a small racetrack and a public water
system. That life was so rich that inhabitants put in the state’s first toll road here, and
a stage ride cost travelers $5 to ride eight to
nine hours from there to Challis. That was
before the second fire in eight years ravaged
the town in 1897, forcing most to move two
miles upstream to what became Custer City.
It’s a lot to ask of your imagination.
And so, to keep visitors from driving
on, Custer camp hosts have become expert
historians and storytellers. They spend their
days absorbing the lore, suited out in period
dress and waiting for that intrepid traveler.
Guided tours of a select number of restored
buildings are on demand, and by suggestion. Either way, they are equally enthusiastically led. Gold panning always yields at
least a flake, which visitors get taped on a
souvenir card. And cold bottles of sarsaparilla can be bought at the Empire Saloon,
now the gift shop, where Zora Fansler is
often found. Even if you don’t buy a book
or a postcard, she’ll point you to the box of
free rocks to commemorate your stay.
Dan Fansler is frequently the one telling
some of the stories you’re most likely to
repeat, holding court in the old schoolhouse
where the visitor hears about the time a
gaggle of plucked geese—thought dead—
ran naked around town. And about the boy
who sledded right in through the school’s
back door just as the teacher opened it to
shout out for him, and the miner who survived a bear attack that left him with just a
slit for a mouth that he once had to reopen
with his own knife, or starve to death.
You’ll find out why to go back to the
cemetery in the trees above old Bonanza,
where a man who wished to come back as
a tree now has a huge one that grew right
through where his heart would be. And
the man whose cause of death was being
“over drunk.”

custer
days
2010
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FRIEDMAN MEMORIAL AIRPORT
Good Neighbor Flying Program
...Is in effect.
Preferred hours of operation

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Arrival and departure paths, aircraft warm-up locations and
time frames are all addressed in the Voluntary Noise
Abatement Brochure. Please make certain that your
pilot has a copy of this brochure on board.
Thank you!
24-hour Airport Noise Abatement Center
(208) 788-4956 • Airport Manager's Office
www.flysunairport.com

Fine Dry Cleaning

Artwork by Debbie Edgers Sturges

Animal Shelter Summer Events:

Dog Days of Summer
Benefit Dinner, Auction & Raffle
Friday July 15, 2011 - 5:30 PM
Trail Creek Pavilion in Sun Valley

Hikin’ Buddies Program
Take a Shelter dog for a hike.
Wednesdays throughout the summer
9:30 - 1 pm
Adam’s Gulch Trailhead
For benefit tickets or more
information, please call the
Shelter or visit us on-line:
(208) 788-4351
www.animalshelterwrv.org
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We use odorless, non-toxic, fully
biodegradable cleaning solvents

“This program is based on human
interaction,” Smith says. “We have interpretative panels, but those are just sound
bites. A person can take you places that
a sign can’t take you. If we didn’t have
people willing to share what they know,
that place would be much more of a ghost
town, really dead.”
And, Smith says, when you hang your
hat on tourism, “you have to provide
something more than a dusty old book.”
Once they’ve accepted the job, Smith
loads staff up with archives and journals,
miners logs and photos. He arranges for
as much face-to-face with survivors and
descendents as are available for interviews, and there are lots of dry runs
and practice tour drills. It requires extra
dedication to do more than recite history.
“I’m pretty proud of what we’re able to
do,” he says. “And all the partners up here
try and make sure we all have a good time.”
The nights are usually campfire-side
potlucks with spontaneous jam sessions
and some off-duty story sharing. The
highlight for most is the rehearsal that
goes into the annual production of Custer
Days with its Old West shootouts and historically inspired activities like goat milking and churning homemade ice cream.
“You get someone like Dan Fansler,
and he’s got 50 years experience in the
Yankee Fork and he just really enjoys
himself,” Smith says. “A lot of people get
trapped into going up there, but once you
get there, it sucks you in. It’s a different
world from where we’re all connected.”
It sucked in Jamie Whiting, 23, who
after seeing an ad in the Challis Messenger and meeting Smith, convinced her
sister, Ashley, 18, to join her last summer.
“I wasn’t sure what to expect going
in,” Jamie says. “But after being there I
have to say it’s one of the most entertaining summer jobs anyone could have.”
The pair shared one of the cabins.
They headed up the slideshow and tours
and helped with the gold panning.
“I learned so much. Idaho is amazing,” she says. “For anyone who has been
touched by gold fever, it’s the perfect place
to be.”
Smith is optimistic that the lure of gold
combined with his compelling staff (paid
and volunteer) will keep people coming
back for years to come. And he’s reluctant
to give in to technology and equip the
place to be self-guiding.
“Just because you can, doesn’t mean
you should” is his motto.
So, it appears, history will continue to
repeat itself as it has all along, by word of
mouth and great storytelling. sVg
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arts [good reads]

the idaho
bookshelf

Van Gordon Sauter peruses some new works by—
or about—Idaho authors

Volt
By Alan Heathcock
Graywolf Press, 2011

You don’t want to live in the imaginary small
town of Krafton, but if you relish the deftly
turned short story, it’s a fascinating place
to visit. Krafton—any number of states
(certainly Idaho) could qualify as its place
of residence—is the setting for the stories in
Boise resident Alan Heathcock’s collection,
Volt. The local regulars, the sharecropper,
pastor, sheriff, etc., are woven through the
stand-alone stories.
“I had the idea that I wanted to write
a comprehensive moral history of a town
and its people,” Heathcock told the Boise
Weekly. “I’m still writing about Krafton, and
so it may take me two or three collections to
get out the full vision.”
Good for us! This is good reading. It
exudes authenticity. A native of Chicago
who studied creative writing at Bowling
Green University in Ohio, Heathcock has
lived in Boise for a decade and is an adjunct
professor at Boise State University. We learn
at the beginning of his story “Fort Apache”
that “the electric sign for the Krafton Bowl
and Lounge was a vibrant white square
atop a tall post. Set back from the road,
the lounge’s roof and all but one wall had
collapsed. Smoldering timber jutted from
charred brick. Bowling lanes lay exposed
www.sunvalleyguide.com

to the night, and in the lane oil lapped tiny
spectral flames like a riot of hummingbirds.”
“(Walt’s) eyes stung. His nostrils burned.
Today was his birthday, and he fanned away
smoke with the gray fedora he’d bought hoping to look a bit like Bogie or Cagney, even
Ladd, any of the picture-show toughies.”
Inexplicable fire. A toughie manqué. Off we
rush into the complexities of Krafton.

Hemingway’s Guns:
The Sporting Arms of
Ernest Hemingway
By Silvio Calabi, Steve Helsley
and Roger Sanger
A Shooting Sportsman Book, 2010

The book jacket for Hemingway’s Guns: The
Sporting Arms of Ernest Hemingway has an
intriguing picture of 5-year-old Ernest holding his 75-cent (at the time) Markham King
air rifle. Markham advertised that its air rifle
will “mean health and boyish happiness . . .
and steady nerves, keener eyesight and well
developed powers of observation.”
So how did I end up with a Daisy air
rifle? Whatever, this book (by Silvio Calabi,
Steve Helsley and Roger Sanger) is a great
read, with marvelous illustrations, for anyone
who enjoys guns or who is curious about
guns—and Hemingway. Which, apparently,
a lot of people are, as the book is already
in its second printing. According to Sanger,

it has also unlocked the gun safes of a
number of previously unknown keepers of a
Hemingway gun. It’s also opening wallets.
One of Hemingway’s guns, a double-barrel
elephant rifle that he used in Africa and
Cuba sold at a New England auction for
$295,000. A superb gift for the shooter who
has everything.

Memory Wall
By Anthony Doerr
Scribner, 2010

Anthony Doerr, also a resident of Boise, is a
well-established and highly acclaimed author.
If you are new to him, start with the recent
collection of short stories, Memory Wall. They
range across four continents and each has
credibility and authority. The book won the
2010 National Magazine Award for fiction,
just one in a long list of awards. Don’t be
intimidated by them. These are accessible,
engaging stories that are rewarding to read.
The New York Times reviewer says the
stories “undulate, to surge and recede like
the tides. They move gracefully back and
forth between different places and different—often impossibly distant—times. If their
tempo was any less sure, they might be
tricky, overdetermined, forcibly literary. But
Doerr maintains a steady pulse that feels
oddly familiar: whether from bedtime stories
or something yet older is hard to tell.” sVg
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Indicates member of the
Sun Valley Gallery Association

Ann Wolff SEPIA III, kiln cast glass; 20" x 13" x 5"

n
David Dixon After the Rains oil on canvas, 20" x 24"

n

Broschofsky Galleries

360 East Ave., Ketchum 208-726-4950
www.brogallery.com art@brogallery.com

Broschofsky Galleries features fine historic, traditional and contemporary paintings and sculpture
including works by Bill Barrett, Russell Chatham,
Michael Coleman, Brandon Cook, Edward Curtis,
David Dixon, J.C. Dye, Glen Edwards, Jan Grotenbreg, Tom Howard, Jack Koonce, Roy Lichtenstein,
William Matthews, Gordon McConnell, Theodore
Villa, and Andy Warhol.
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Friesen Gallery

Sun Valley Road at First Avenue, Ketchum • 208-726-4174
friesen@friesengallery.com • www.friesengallery.com
Seattle location: 1200 Second Ave
www.speakforthetreesbook.com
Starlie Sokol-hohne, Teepee, 30" x 30"

David M. Norton fine art
511 Sun Valley Road,
lower level of Sheepskin Coat Factory, Ketchum
208-726-3588

Fine American Art and Collectibles...
Taos founders, David M. Norton Gallery has
specialized in American paintings, photographs
and prints for over 30 years. Currently featuring
Jim Norton CAA, Maynard Dixon, J.H.Sharp,
Carl Oscar Borg, photography by Barbara Kline
and E.S Curtis.

Friesen Gallery exhibits contemporary paintings,
glass, and sculpture by major artists. Featuring:
David Kimball Anderson, Martin Blank,
Jeanne Brennan, Christopher Brown, Ford Crull,
Andie deRoux, Dennis Evans, Danae Falliers,
Lawrence Fodor, Jeff Fontaine, Gregory Grenon,
Reilly Jensen, Steve Jensen, Richard Jolley,
Mary Josephson, Jill Lear, Holly Lyman,
Ann Mallory, Nancy Mee, William Morris,
Trinh Nguyen, Ross Richmond, Laura Scandrett,
Catherine Eaton Skinner, Rob Snyder,
Sebastian Spreng, Del Webber, Laura Sharp Wilson,
Ann Wolff, and Brandon Zebold among others.
s u m m e r 2 011 • s u n va l l ey g u i d e

Hung Liu Mountain Lady II Mixed media, 36" x 78"

n

Gail Severn Gallery

400 First Avenue North • Ketchum, ID
208-726-5079 • www.gailseverngallery.com

Celebrating 35 years featuring contemporary painting, sculpture and photography: Victoria Adams,
Nicolas Africano, Tony Berlant, Bo Bartlett, Squeak
Carnwath, Linda Christensen, José Cobo, James
Cook, Kris Cox, David deVillier, Betsy Eby, Tony
Foster, Raphaëlle Goethals, Morris Graves, Michael
Gregory, Michelle Haglund, Jonathon Hexner, Jun
Kaneko, Margaret Keelan, Judith Kindler, Gary
Komarin, Hung Liu, Lynda Lowe, Laura McPhee,
Cole Morgan, Kenna Moser, Gwynn Murrill, Ed
Musante, Marcia Myers, Carolyn Olbum, Deborah
Oropallo, Luis Gonzáles Palma, Robert Polidori,
Christopher Reilly, Rene Rickabaugh, Will
Robinson, Jane Rosen, Brad Rude, Julie Speidel,
Jack Spencer, Mark Stasz, Therman Statom, Allison
Stewart, and Theodore Waddell. Visit our sculpture
garden this summer. Severn Art Services- custom
framing and art installation services.

Douglas Aagard, Gentle Rise, oil on canvas,
36" x 48"

n

kneeland gallery

271 First Avenue North , Ketchum • 726-5512
P.O. Box 2070, Sun Valley, ID 83353
fax 208-726-3490
art@kneelandgallery.com • www.kneelandgallery.com

Exhibiting paintings and sculpture by artists living
and working in the West.
Artists include Douglas Aagard, Steven Lee
Adams, Carol Alleman, Ovanes Berberian, Cary
Henrie, Craig Kosak, Jennifer Lowe, Kent Lovelace,
Lori McNee, Robert Moore, Jean Richardson,
Thom Ross, Carl Rowe, Linda St. Clair, Sherry
Salari Sander, Andrzej Skorut & Linda Tippetts. A
full listing of gallery artists and their work can be
viewed on our website.

Carl Andre, Al Paragrate, 2002. Promised gift of the
Virginia and Bagley Wright Collection, in honor of the 75th
Anniversary of the Seattle Art Museum

n

Sun Valley Center
for the Arts

191 Fifth St. E, Ketchum
314 2nd Avenue S, Hailey
P.O. Box 656, Sun Valley, ID 83353
208-726-9491
www.sunvalleycenter.org

The Center brings the arts to our community this
summer through concerts featuring The Avett
Brothers, Michael Franti & Spearhead, Rickie Lee
Jones and Grupo Fantasma; exhibitions Geared:
The Culture of Bicycles and Minimalism: Then &
Now; lectures and art classes for adults, families
and kids; plus the Arts & Crafts Festival and our
annual Wine Auction Fundraiser. See website for
details and schedules.

Mountain Images Gallery

Jane Maxwellm, Two Walking Girls Red, mixed media and
resin on panel; 36 x 36 inches

n

GILMAN CONTEMPORARY

661 Sun Valley Road
Ketchum, ID
208-726-7585
www.gilmancontemporary.com

Gilman Contemporary represents emerging to midcareer artists whose work presents an innovative
vision of traditional art forms. Exhibiting photography, painting and sculpture, the gallery continues
to fulfill its mission to expand the audience for
contemporary art.

www.sunvalleyguide.com

400 Sun Valley Road
Ketchum. Idaho 83340
208-725-5801
web.me.com/jamesbourret
http://jamesbourret.photoshelter.com

Mountain Images Gallery features wilderness
landscape images of Idaho and beyond as well as
limited edition fine art photographs and notecards.
Photographer James Bourret travels into the wilderness areas of the West and strives to capture
the revelatory experiences that only wilderness
can offer us. "I seek to create richly evocative,
emotional images from nature, reflecting the mood,
form, colors, and patterns of a scene."
Prints are made by the artist and are available in
a variety of sizes. Mounting, framing, and shipping
can be arranged to suit any client’s needs. Prints
can also be ordered online.

Lynn Toneri Raven, Raven, I’ve Been Thinking
Watercolor, 11" x 15"

Toneri Hink Gallery
400 Sun Valley Road
Ketchum. Idaho 83340
208-726-5639
www.rchink.com
Find us on Facebook-Lynn Toneri RC Hink Art Gallery
tonerihink@sunvalley.net

Lynn Toneri’s contemporary watercolors represent
a vivid interpretation of her surroundings in Idaho
and other adventures at large. Wood sculptor R. C.
Hink displays wild wood creations and furniture with
amusing touches. We’ve added 60 guest artists to
the mix producing a delightfully magical gallery.

39

chefs’ specialties [chefs at play]

what’s in their
picnic?
by Sabina Dana Plasse

On the rare occasion
that any of the valley’s
hardworking chefs get away
from their kitchen, they don’t
leave their impeccable
taste behind. We asked a
couple of local favorites what
they pack on their outings,
whether it’s a picnic on the
shores of the Big Wood,
a meandering hike in the
Sawtooths or casual tailgate
party before the rodeo.

Ryan Stadelman
Executive chef of Globus in Ketchum, world cuisine

Chef Ryan Stadelman is
a 30-year-old culinary talent
who now heads the kitchen at
Wendy Muir’s Globus.
When Stadelman is not
cooking, he’s outside, and
he always packs fine food
with him. In his backpack,
along with a map, water bottle
and sunglasses, he’s usually
packing local farmers markets’
freshest herbs, dried fruits to
provide exotic flavors, spices
and at least one tasty IPA beer.
“After a long day with
40-plus-pounds on your back,
cooking an elaborate meal is
not always practical,” he says.
“Wonderful quality meals are
certainly possible under the
stars, by a fire and with good
conversation.”
He said anyone will be
a camping hero with his
delicious and easy one-pot
delicacy of smoked salmon
couscous with apricots.

Smoked salmon
couscous with
apricots
Ingredients

1 1/2 cups water
1 cup Mediterranean couscous
1/3 cup sliced almonds
1/2 cup dried apricots, cut in
slices
1 red pepper, sliced in 2-inch
strips
1/3 lb. smoked salmon (shelf
safe)
1 tsp. rosemary, minced
1/4 cup olive oil
1 small shallot, sliced thin
Juice of 1/2 lemon (use other
half for tomorrow’s water)
Salt and pepper to taste
Directions

Recipe requires a camp stove,
cook pot with lid, knife and
small cutting surface. At home,
the night before, cut apricots
and mince rosemary. Combine
with almonds and store in
airtight container. At camp, cut
red pepper into strips, shallots
thin, and salmon into bite-sized
pieces and set aside. Bring
water and oil to boil and turn
off stove. Add couscous to pot
and stir. Cover with lid and let
sit 3 minutes. Add all ingredients, salt and pepper. Mix,
cover and let sit one minute.
Continued on page 45
40
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Cre d i t Ca rd s

De l i v e ry

Ta k e o u t

Ca t e ri n g

Re s e rv a t i o n s

En t e rt a i n me n t

Be e r-Wi n e

Co c k t a i l s

$$$ entrées up to $40

price

De c k Di n i n g

$$ entrées up to $25

Di n n e r

RE STAUR A N T

Lunch

$ entrées up to $10

Bre a k f a s t
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G OU R MET & F INE DININ G
The Full Moon

Handcrafted food. Locals’ favorite.
118 South Main Street, Bellevue, fullmoonempire.com • 788-5912

		

$$

		

Ketchum Grill

Sustainable American, Idaho cuisine with French Italian influences.
520 East Avenue, Ketchum, ketchumgrill.com • 726-4660

Redfish Lake Lodge

Rustic local comfort with northwestern flair.
401 Redfish Lodge Road, Stanley, redfishlake.com • (208) 774-3536

$$

Sego

Local, organic and sustainable contemporary American.
131 Washington Avenue, Ketchum, segorestaurantandbar.com • 928-7878

		

$$

		

$$

		 		

A S IAN
Sushi on Second

O R G ANIC & S PECIALT Y
Glow Live Food Café

Organic local foods, eco store & supplements. Summer hours 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
380 Washington Avenue, Ketchum • 725-0314

$$

Ketchum Grill

Sustainable American, Idaho cuisine with French Italian influences.
520 East Avenue, Ketchum, ketchumgrill.com • 726-4660

		

$$

		

Johnny G’s Subshack

$

Perry’s

• • • •				• •
• • • • •			• •

•		•		•				•		
• • • •		•		 •		• •

$$

• • •		•					 •

Despo’s

www.sunvalleyguide.com

••••• ••• •

$

mexican
Mexican with altitude.
Corner of 4th & Washington, Ketchum • 726-3068

• •		•		 • • • •

$$

d e l i / B AKE RY

Great breakfasts, soup, sandwiches & grill selections. All to go! 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. 7 days.
4th Street and First Avenue, Ketchum • 726-7703

•		•					• • •

		

Whiskey Jacques’

World famous subs. Fast & cheap.
371 Washington Avenue, Ketchum • 725-SUBS

• • •		 • • •		•

$$

The Cellar Pub

Pizza, burgers, appetizers, salads and sandwiches. Nightly entertainment.
251 N. Main Street, Ketchum, www.whiskeyjacques.com • 726-5297

• • • • •			• •

		

B U R G E R S & p u b gr u b
Pub fare including burgers, salads, bangers, sliders, shots and more.
400 Sun Valley Road, Ketchum • 622-3832

• •		•		 •		• •

$$

Sego

Local, organic and sustainable contemporary American.
131 Washington Avenue, Ketchum, segorestaurantandbar.com • 928-7878

••••• ••• •

$$

Whiskey Jacques’

The best restaurant for fresh seafood & sushi. Nightly specials.
260 Second Street, Ketchum • 726-5181

• • • • • • • • •		 •
		

daVinci’s

Pizza, burgers, appetizers, salads and sandwiches. Nightly entertainment.
251 N. Main Street, Ketchum, www.whiskeyjacques.com • 726-5297

• •		•		 • • • •

$$

i ta l i a n / p i z z a
New York Style Italian.
17 W. Bullion Street, Hailey, davincishailey.com • 788-7699

• •		•		 • • • •

$$
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Great
Breakfasts!
Breakfast

Soup &Lunch
Sandwiches!

GrillDinner
Selections!

Full Breakfast Menu! Fresh Bakery All Day!
Muffins, Cookies, Great Sandwiches, Burgers, Fries,
Salads, Espresso and Coffee Drinks!
See our complete menu in the restaurant section
of Names & Numbers phone book!
Call ahead and we’ll have it ready for you!

“Yeah,
Got That!”
Your We’ve
Family Restaurant

EVERYTHING
AVAILABLE TO
GO, too!
TASTY
EVENING
SPECIALS!

$1 iPad
Rentals

Complimentary
Wireless
Internet
Complimentary
Wireless
InternetAvailable!
Available!

4th Street at4th
First
Avenue
- 726-7703
Now oPENOpen
AT 7:00
A.m.a.m.
To Daily
9:00 P.m. DAILY
Street
at First
Avenue - 726-7703
at 7:00
2 Smoky Dining Guide ad (mt express).ai

1

4/5/11

5:16 PM

C

M

■ Award-Winning Pizza
& Pasta
■ Incredible Hamburgers
& Steak
■ Over 20 Hot & Cold
Sandwiches
■ Patio Dining
■ Amazing Salads,
Appetizers & Desserts
■ Daily Lunch Specials

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

200 Sun Valley Road

■ Kids, Make Your Own Pizza!
■ Great Kids’ Menu
■ Game Room
■ Ice-Cold Beer on Tap
■ Wine Menu
■ Open 7 Days A Week
For Lunch & Dinner
■ Catering Service
For Any Size Group
■ Dine In, Take Out & D
Delivery
li

W
Del e
iver

!

622-5625

(In the heart of Ketchum, one block west of the stop light) www.smokymountainpizza.com

AN IDAHO ORIGINAL! Established 1992, Ketchum, Idaho
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EaT

DaNcE

Pizza & Burgers
appetizers,
Salads
Sandwiches

2
live Music


SPorTS



Full Bar
Sun & Tue
$1 Nights
& a DJ

oPENS Daily aT 4 PM

Main Street • Ketchum • 726-5297
whiskeyjacques.com

on 8 Big
Flatscreen TVs
Pool & Games



$1 Well Drinks available for Private Group Parties upstairs

 Families Welcome 

with our homemade Whiskey's Pizza Sauce & Mozzarella & Provolone cheese

BurGErS • SalaDS • WiNGS
aPPETizErS • SaNDWichES

Bistro Dining

Take Away

Ketchum • Hailey
Ketchum

Hailey

Full Service Catering

Delicatessen • Lunch

411 5th St. East, lower level
Ketchum • 208-726-0606

315 South Main Street
Hailey • 208.928.7711

www.sunvalleyguide.com
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Home of

The World Famous Juicy Lucy!
The Juicy Lucy is a 1/2 Lb burger with cheese in the
middle and grilled onions on top-please use extreme
caution when eating!

Pecos River Red Chili
Our award-winning chili from the Loon Cafe in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and consists of lean top sirloin
steak, onions, green chiles, and special Tex-mex spices,
topped with shredded cheddar cheese, green onions and
a dollop of sour cream. Served with grilled Texas Toast.
ey

Smoked Baby Back Ribs

g

by

Dry rubbed for 24 hours, smoked then grilled, served
with slaw and fries.

em
a zine

Marsha K's BBQ Chicken • Johnsonville Brats
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the Best...
Coffee
Burger
Sandwich
Beer
Wine
Lunch
Cheap Eats
Dessert
Pizza
Mexican
Asian
Bakery
Cocktails
Breakfast

Beautiful Kids Menu
Fireplace and Outdoor Patio
To Go Orders Are Always Welcome

of the valley

dining

104 South Main Street • Bellevue Idaho • (208) 788-4449

bestofthevalley.org

Giddy -Up
Co ffe e

&

local
fresh
organic

K iT C h e n

Keeps You Kickin’ All Day

sustainable

Home of the

roof top patio

Big Burro

Breakfast Burrito
Combo

$4.25
includes

dining & bar
Join chef Taite Pearson and the
Sego family for local, fresh,
handcrafted Idaho food that

12oz Coffee

is made in house with care.

Espresso

With a summer menu that is

or

Free with Purchase

created with over 75% Idaho
products, unique cocktails

Homemade Baked Goods
LuncH & deLi sandwicHes
120 N Main St Bellevue, ID. 208-806-0313 • Drive -Thru
44

with fresh-squeezed juices and
a rooftop patio, Sego invites
you to come and enjoy.

131 washington ave
ketchum

reservations

208.928.7878
www.segorestaurant.com

dinner
bar
catering
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Chefs’ Specialties from page 40

Jeff Keys

To make the sandwich, slice the bread roll in half. Rub each inside
half with the mashed garlic. Sprinkle a little of the vinaigrette on the
bottom half of the sandwich and layer the sandwich ingredients
evenly on the bun. Sprinkle with more of the vinaigrette over the
contents and lightly press on the top bun. Wrap the sandwich in foil,
and in 3 or 4 hours it’s ready to eat. Store in a cool place before the
picnic. sVg
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*Keys sometimes uses thin slices of smoked ham or smoked turkey
breast for variety.
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1 soft or crusty bread roll
1 mashed garlic clove
1 medium-sized vine-ripe tomato, sliced
1 hard boiled egg, sliced
5 seeded French niçoise olives
Crumbled tuna. Good quality canned tuna is fine.*
A few slices of cucumber
1 leaf of crispy butterleaf lettuce
Sprinkling of sliced green onions
Favorite vinaigrette
Pinch of kosher salt
Pinch of fresh ground black pepper
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Soak Sandwich

h
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Keys presented a vision of a Provence favorite, a French soak
or stack sandwich, so named because it’s prepared ahead so the
flavors soak the bread. It’s a common lunchtime option in the south
of France.
“I try to get away and not do what I do at the restaurant,” says
Keys, adding that while he enjoys trips to the symphony, his picnics
are mostly tailgate parties at horse events.
“We are a horse family,” he says.
Red wine, fresh, crisp summer vegetables and cheese are standard. But, it’s a soak sandwich he can’t wait for at summer picnics.
“What wine would I take on the picnic? Of coarse a wine variety
from the south of France—a Syrah. But the bottle or two that I take
is made right here in Ketchum. Frenchman’s Gulch Syrah. It tastes
delicious, and captures those peppery tones that I love so much.”

t

Chef and owner of Vintage Restaurant in Ketchum, French provincial
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The Best

Bikes

The Best

Burgers

The Best

Beers
Full Service
Bike Fit Studio & Pub
All under one roof
150 European Beers
Best Ingredients
Built In House

411 N Main Street Hailey 208.788.9184
www.powerhouseidaho.com

Thanks for making us the best

• Best Chef Chris Kastner
• Best Waitress
• Best Place for a Romantic Dinner
• Best Place to go for Dessert
208.788.1223 • 320 S Main, Hailey
www.sunvalleyguide.com
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the guide [summer calendar]
Compiled by Sabina Dana Plasse

JUNE

JULY

LUNAFEST: Short Films By For,
About Women, June 11, nexStage
Theatre, Ketchum. 6:30 p.m.
reception, 7:30 p.m. program. $15
advance and $20 door. Details:
788.7863, lunafest.org

Hailey Month of Art, July 1-Aug.
7, throughout Hailey. Details:
haileyidaho.com

Sun Valley Summer Spanish
Institute, June 13-17, 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Daily. Community Campus,
Hailey. $350. Details: 788.2033,
csi.edu/blaine
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Grupo Fantasma, June
16, in conjunction with CSI’s
Summer Spanish Institute.
Hop Porter Park, Hailey. $15
members, $20 nonmembers
and $5 kids. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org
Sun Valley Osher Institute
Symposium, June 18, Sun
Valley Resort. $75. Details:
208.426.1709, boisestate.edu/
osher
Town To Summit Hill Climb, June
18, Bicycle race from Ketchum
to Trail Creek Summit, Elephant’s
Perch, Ketchum. Details:
726.3497, elephantsperch.com
Comedian Bill Cosby, June 22,
Sun Valley Pavilion. Details:
622.2135, seats.sunvalley.com
Robert Moses’ Kin Dance
Company, June 24, Sun Valley
Pavilion. Details: 622.2135, seats.
sunvalley.com
Company of Fools presents
Annie Baker’s “Circle Mirror
Transformation,” June 28-July 23,
Liberty Theatre, Hailey. Details:
788.6520, companyoffools.org
Creating Natural Economies with
Ecotrust founder and President
Spencer Beebe, June 29,
Community Library, Ketchum. 6
p.m. Free. Details: 726.3493
“My Ruby Slippers” book
reading by Tracy Seely, June 30,
Community Library, Ketchum. 6
p.m. Free. Details: 726.3493.
Silver Creek Preserve 35th
anniversary party, June 30.
Details: 788.7910
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Geared: The Culture
of Bicycles, through July 30,
in conjunction with Geared:
An Open Exhibition through
Sept. 23, a multidisciplinary
art exhibition, Hailey. Details:
726.9491, sunvalleycenter.org
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Grand Opening of the Hailey
Rodeo Grounds, July 1. Details:
788.3484
Sun Valley Gallery Association
Gallery Walks, July 1, Ketchum.
5-8 p.m. Details: 726.4950,
svgalleries.org
The Advocates Black & White
Soiree, July 1, Trail Creek Lawn,
5:30 p.m. $150. Details: 788.4191
Alison Krauss and Union Station
featuring Jerry Douglas, July
2, Sun Valley Pavilion. Details:
622.2135, seats.sunvalley.com
American Festival Chorus and
Orchestra featuring Maureen
McGovern, July 3, Sun Valley
Pavilion. Details: 622.2135, seats.
sunvalley.com
Hailey Days of the Old West 4th
of July parade and Carnival and
Rodeo, July 2-4, downtown
Hailey. 10:30 a.m.
4th of July Bike Criterium, July 4,
Hailey. 1 p.m. Details: 788.2117,
bcrd.org
Art, Fashion, Models & Camp
Rainbow Gold benefit, July 6,
Gilman Contemporary and
Panache present Diane Von
Furstenberg’s latest collection
and photography by Laurie Victor
Kay with DJ, $50. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Gilman Contemporary, Ketchum.
Details: 726.7585
Art, Fashion, Models & Camp
Rainbow Gold benefit, July 7,
Diane Von Furstenberg’s trunk
show with designer appearance,
4-6 p.m. Panache, Sun Valley.
Details: 622.4228
SETCH Cowboy Ball, July 7, The
20th annual Cowboy Ball benefits
the Sagebrush Equine Training
Center and the therapeutic
riding program. Sagebrush
Arena, Hailey. 5:30 p.m. Details:
578.9111, sagebrushequine.org
11th annual Harriman High Tea,
July 8, Benefit Harriman Trail at
home of Theresa CastellanoWood. $100. 4-6:30 p.m. Details:
578.2273, bcrd.org
12th annual Ketchum Arts Festival,
July 8-10, Sun Valley Festival
Meadows. Friday-Sunday, 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Details: 725.4090,
ketchumartsfestival.com

nexStage Theatre presents Jim
Jarrett’s “Vincent,” July 9-13,
one-man show, Ketchum. Details:
726.9124
Sun Valley Opera’s 10th
anniversary with a Midsummer
Night’s Serenade Concert, July
10, Sun Valley Pavilion, $25-$75.
Details: sunvalleyopera.com
Ride Sun Valley, July 11-17,
with USA Cycling National
Mountain Biking Championships,
July 14-17. Details: 726.3423,
ridesunvalley.com
Hailey Night of Music, July 11,
Live music in restaurants, bars
and businesses along Main St.,
Hailey, 4-10 p.m
Sun Valley Center for the
Arts Summer Concert Series
presents the Avett Brothers,
July 13, Sun Valley Pavilion, $35
members, $45 nonmembers
and $25 lawn. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org

Gimlets in the Garden, July 16,
fundraising event for Sawtooth
Botanical Garden, featuring live
and silent auctions, Sawtooth
Botanical Garden, Hwy 75 &
Gimlet Rd. Details: 726.9358,
sbgarden.org
Sun Valley Artist Series concert
with pianist Susan Spelius
Dunning, July 17, Sun Valley
Pavilion. Details: 622.2135, seats.
sunvalley.com
“Gorillas!” Kelly Stewart
presents, July 19, Community
Library, Ketchum. 6 p.m. Free.
Details: 726.3493
Jay Tunney discusses “The
Prizefighter and the Playwright,”
July 20, Community Library,
Ketchum. 6 p.m. Free. Details:
726.3493
Blaine County Relay For Life, July
22-23, Wood River High School,
Hailey. Details: 208.422.0175,
BlaineCountyRelay.com

White House Photographer Diana
Walker, July 13, Community
Library, Ketchum. 6 p.m. Free.
Details: 726.3493

30th annual Sun Valley Center
Wine Auction, July 21-23,
Ketchum. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org

The Animal Shelter of the Wood
River Valley Dog Days of Summer
Benefit, July 15, Trail Creek
Pavilion, Sun Valley. 5:30 p.m.
$150. Details: 788.4351

2011 U.S. Collegiate Figure
Skating Championships, July
21-24, Sun Valley. Details:
sunvalleyfsc.com

The Union and Thunder concert,
July 16, Sun Valley Pavilion.
Details: 622.2135, seats.
sunvalley.com
Silver Creek Outfitters Fly Fishing
Film Festival, July 15, 7 p.m.,
nexStage Theatre, Ketchum. $15.
Details: 726.5282
Silver Creek Outfitters Fly Fishing
Product Fair, July 16, 10 a.m.
Main St., Ketchum, refreshments
by Apple’s Bar & Grill. Details:
726.5282
16th annual Sawtooth Botanical
Garden Tour, July 16, annual
tour of homes and landscape
designed gardens features
gardens in the mid-valley.
10 a.m.– 2 p.m. Lunch at the
Sawtooth Botanical Garden.
Details: 726.9358, sbgarden.org
2nd annual Idaho Pump Track
State Championship, July 16,
Ketchum Bike Park. Registration
6 p.m. competition 7 p.m.
Details: ridesunvalley.com
Mountain Mamas’ Arts & Crafts
Show, July 16-17, Stanley. Details:
stanleycc.org

Friends of Hailey Public Library
Garden Tour, July 23, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. $20. Details: 720.9714
Galena Grinder Whit Henry
Memorial Mountain Bike Race and
Festival, July 23-24, 23 miles
north of Ketchum on Hwy. 75,
10:30 a.m. Details: 726.4010
Wood River Jewish Community
Picnic, July 24, WR Jewish
Community, Ketchum. Details:
726.1183
Edgar Bronfman In Focus Series,
July 24, 25, 27 & 29, Lecture 5:30
p.m., concert 6:30 p.m. Free. Part
of the 2011 Sun Valley Summer
Symphony season, Sun Valley
Music Pavilion. Details: 622.5607,
svsummersymphony.org
Richard Thieme discusses his
book “Mind Games,” July 26, 6
p.m. Free. Community Library,
Ketchum. Details: 726.3493
St. Luke’s Wood River Foundation
presents Dr. Henry Lodge Younger
Next Year: The New Science
of Aging, July 27, Presbyterian Church of the Big Wood,
Ketchum. Free. 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Details: 727.8419
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The Sun Valley
Shakedown Festival with Bela
Fleck and the Original Flecktones
and Bruce Hornsby and the
Noisemakers, July 28, 5 p.m. $48
or VIP $125. Festival Meadow,
Sun Valley. Details: 721.1503,
sunvalleyshakedown.com
Ridley Pearson, Dave Barry and
their Off Broadway Production,
July 28, 6 p.m. Free. Community
Library, Ketchum. Details:
726.3493
Company of Fools presents Heart
and Music: A World Class Evening
with R.L. Rowsey and Friends,
July 28-30, Liberty Theatre,
110 N. Main St., Hailey. Details:
788.6520, companyoffools.org
6th annual Sawtooth Music
Festival, July 29-30, Pioneer
Park, Stanley. Details:
sawtoothmusicfestival.com
Ride the Rails, July 30, cruise
the 20-mile Wood River Trail on
two wheels. Details: 788.2117,
bcrd.org
Sun Valley Summer Symphony
2011 Benefit Concert featuring
Jackie Evancho’s “Dream With
Me” tour with two additional
artists to be announced, July 31,
5 p.m. cocktail reception Sun
Valley Lodge Terrace, Show
6:30 p.m. $50-$500. Sun Valley
Pavilion. Details: 622.5607,
svsummersymphony.org

AUGUST
2011 Sun Valley Summer
Symphony Orchestra Festival,
Aug. 1,3,4,6,7,8,11,12,13,14 &
16. Concerts are free, begin at
6:30 p.m. and last about 1 hour.
The Sun Valley Pavilion opens
for seating at 5:30 p.m. Picnics
are welcome on the lawn outside
Pavilion. Details: 622.5607,
svsummersymphony.org
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Rickie Lee Jones, Aug.
2, River Run Lodge, Ketchum.
7 p.m. $35 members and $45
nonmembers. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org
YMCA Celebrity Golf Classic
Dinner and Social, Aug. 3, Golf
Tournament and Auction, Dinner
and Dancing at Sun Valley,
Trail Creek Pavilion. Details:
woodriverymca.org
34th annual Northern Rockies
Folk Festival, Aug. 5-6, Hop
Porter Park, Hailey. Music
begins at 5 p.m. on Friday
and 11 a.m. on Saturday, runs
until 10 p.m. $15 Friday, $20
Saturday, $30 both days. Details:
northernrockiesfolkfestival.com

www.sunvalleyguide.com

Northern Rockies Arts and Crafts
Fair, Aug.6-7,First Avenue and
Croy St., Hailey. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Details: 788.3484
Sun Valley Gallery Association
Gallery Walks, Aug. 5, Ketchum.
5-8 p.m. Details: 726.4950,
svgalleries.org
Community Library Home Tour
Opening, Aug. 5, cocktail
reception at Desko-Semones
Lake Creek home with Pilar
Guzman, Martha Stewart
Living magazine editor-in-chief,
$250. Details: 726.3493, the
communitylibrary.org
The Community Library’s 32nd
annual Tour of Homes, Aug.
6, The Community Library,
Ketchum. 10:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Details: 726.3493,
thecommunitylibrary.org
2011 Blaine County Fair,
Aug. 10-13. Details: www.
blainecounty.org
Braun Brothers Reunion, Aug.
11-13. Three-day concert
featuring Braun Brothers,
Micky & The Motorcars, Cross
Canadian Ragweed & Reckless
Kelly. Challis, ID. Details:
braunbrothersreunion.com
43rd Sun Valley Arts & Crafts
Festival, Aug. 12-14, 10 a.m.,
Atkinson Park, Ketchum.
Free. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org
BCRD Sawtooth Century Ride, Aug.
13, Details: 788.2117, bcrd.org
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Michael Franti &
Spearhead, Aug. 15, River
Run Lodge, Ketchum. 7
p.m. $35 members and $45
nonmembers. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org
The Hope Garden Celebration,
Aug. 17, Hailey. Details:
788.0121, thehungercoalition.org
Danny Thompson Memorial
Golf Tournament Benefit
Concert with Huey Lewis and
the News, Aug. 17. Sun Valley
Pavilion. Details: 726.1049,
dannythompsonmemorial.com,
and 622.2135, seats.sunvalley.
com

Horsey choreography. The precision required to move this mule team through
Ketchum with nary a misstep is on display at summer’s end during the annual
Labor Day Wagon Days, Sept. 2-4. Photo by Willy Cook

6th annual Plein Air Painters of
Idaho Paint-Out at Redfish Lake
Lodge, Aug. 29-Sept. 1, with
reception and art sale. Details:
774.3536
Expedition Inspiration Fund for
Breast Cancer Research Climb and
Take-A-Hike, Aug. 27, Inspiration
Climb with Sawtooth Mountain
Guides up Devil’s Bedstead with
dinner at Boundary Campground.
$250. Take-A-Hike in Wood River
Valley. 3 p.m. Details: 726.6456,
expeditioninspiration.org
Trey McIntyre Project, Aug. 26,
Sun Valley Pavilion, Details:
622.2135, seats.sunvalley.com

SEPTEMBER
Sun Valley Gallery Association
Gallery Walks, Sept. 2, Ketchum
5-8 p.m. Details: 726.4950,
svgalleries.org
Wagon Days, Sept 2-4, 53rd
annual Labor Day Celebration
honoring the area’s mining
heritage, featuring the largest
nonmotorized parade in
the Northwest, downtown
Ketchum. Details: 726.2777,
visitsunvalley.com

lodge. Hwy 75 N. of Ketchum.
Details: 726.4010, www.
galenalodge.com
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents Colin Hay, Sept. 18,
Sun Valley Opera House, 7
p.m. $20 members and $25
nonmembers. Details: 726.9491,
sunvalleycenter.org
Mountain Mamas’ Quilt Festival,
Sept. 18, Stanley. Details:
208.841.2530
Sun Valley Harvest
Festival, Sept.23-25.
Details: 208.450.6430,
sunvalleyharvestfestival.com
Stanley Firemen’s Ball, Sept.
24, Redfish Lodge with silent
auction, food and music. Details:
774.3512
The Animal Shelter of the Wood
River Valley Fur Ball, Sept.30,
Whiskey Jacques’, Ketchum.
9 p.m. $20. Details: 481.0450,
animalshelterwrv.org

OctoBER
15th annual Trailing of the Sheep
Festival & Parade, Oct.7-9,
Details: 866.379.2936

The Great Wagon Days Duck Race,
Sept. 4, 1- 4 p.m. Rotary Park,
Ketchum. Details: 721.7481,
greatwagondaysduckrace.com

Sun Valley Gallery Association
Gallery Walks, Oct. 7, Ketchum.
5-8 p.m. Details: 726.4950,
svgalleries.org

nexStage Theatre’s Shakespeare
Festival, Aug.18-21 and 25-28,
Details: 726.9124

Harriman Half Marathon, Sept.
4. Start Baker Creek. Details:
578.2273, bcrd.org

Sun Valley Writers’ Conference,
Aug. 19-22, Details: svwc.com

Governor’s Cup Concert, Sept. 9,
artist TBA, Sun Valley Pavilion.
Details: 622.2135, seats.
sunvalley.com

Sun Valley Center for the Arts
presents author Jonathan
Franzen, Oct. 9, Details:
726.9491, sunvalleycenter.org

Sawtooth Salmon Festival, Aug.
20-21, Sawtooth Interpretative
and Historical Association,
mouth of Salmon River, Lower
Stanley, Details: 800.574.7481,
idahorivers.org

Boulder Mountain Bike Tour
and Closing Day, Sept. 11, ride
along Harriman Trail, Ketchum
to Galena Lodge. Live music at

Sun Valley Jazz Jamboree,
Oct.12-16, Details: 877.478.5277,
SunValleyJazz.com
Hemingway Symposium, Oct.
20-22, Community Library,
Ketchum.
Details: 726.3493
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weekly/
long term

suite

condo

pool/
hot tub

fireplace

kitchen

Tuesdays
Ketchum Farmers’ & Artists’ Market, June
14-Oct. 4, Fourth Street & Ketchum Town
Square, 2:30-6 p.m. Details: 788.8614,
wrfarmersmarket.org

air cond.

Wednesdays
Back Alley Party Live Music, June 22-Aug.31,
Wicked Spud, Hailey, Free. Raffles benefit
local nonprofits, 6-10 p.m.

208-726-5900
1-800-262-4833
180 So. Main Street, Ketchum

208-788-7950
208-788-7950

www.resortswest.net
208-726-4114 • 1-800-805-1001

clarion@resortswest.net
www.bestwestern.com/kentwoodlodge

Road biking Wednesday Night Ride, 6:15 p.m.,
varied distance, Elephant’s Perch, Ketchum
to points north, all levels.

New! Ultra Clean Program in Place

e-mail:

Best Western is the Official Hotel to AAA, NASCAR & Harley-Davidson

AC hailey.id@americinn.com
e-mail:
AC hailey.id@americinn.com

Ste
Ste

house

600 N. Main St, Ketchum

51Cobblestone Ln.
51Cobblestone
Ln.
Hailey, ID 83333
Hailey, ID 83333
www.americinn.com
www.americinn.com

ONGOING

AC

Ste

Ste

Ste

AC
AC

AC

Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley Hikin’
Buddies at Adams Gulch, June-Sept., 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Details: 788.4351

766 S. Main St.
Bellevue

800-692-2050
208-788-2050

208-726-7664

703
Street
Corner
of South
2nd St.Main
& Main
in Ketchum
Ketchum,
www.SVDP
1.com • Idaho
stay@SVDP1.com

Stanley

208-774-3536

800-462-8646 • 208-726-5163
Commercial/Hospital
Rates AC
W Ste
Free Wireless Internet

Ste

W

N I G HTLY • WE E KLY • MO NTHLY

180 So. Main Street, Ketchum
On Sun Valley Road &
www.bestwestern.com/kentwoodlodge

877-542-0600 • 208-578-0600

Walnut Ave., Ketchum
Ste
208-726-3344
AC
www.tamarack@sunvalley.com 800-521-5379
Free Bike Rentals

800-462-8646 • 208-726-5163
Commercial/Hospital Rates

Town Square Tunes, Thursdays, June
23-Sept.1, Live music at Ketchum Town
Square, 6-8 p.m. Free.

reservations@woodriverinn.com
Free Bike Rentals

w

AC Ste

kayak

Ketch’em Alive Concerts, Tuesdays, June
28-Aug. 23. Free concerts in Ketchum’s
Forest Service Park, First St. & Washington
Ave., 7-9 p.m. Picnics welcome.

L S/R

Stanley
bike

ONGOING LIVE MUSIC

Ste
Wwww.woodriverinn.com

AC Ste

E Q U703I South
PM
ENT
Main Street
r e n t aKetchum,
l s Idaho

Sun Valley Summer Ice Shows, July 2 through
Sept. 3, at dusk with dessert buffet on Lodge
Terrace. Sun Valley Outdoor Ice Rink. Details:
622.2135

208-788-3005
800-622-7721
208-727-7777
601 N. Main St. Hailey, ID 83333
www.kslsunvalley.com

208 -726-4114 • 1-800-805-1001

w

Saturdays
Idaho Conservation League Summer Hike
Series, June 4-Aug. 27. July 13 hike on
Wednesday. Details: 726.7485

www.redfishlake.com • info@redfishlake.com

Best Western

w
lt

Thursdays
Hailey Farmers’ & Artists’ Market, June
16-Oct. 6, 2:30-6:30 p.m. Details: 788.8614,
wrfarmersmarket.org

boat/ 208-774-3346
in-line
camping skateboard lessons service/
skate floattubes
repair
www.redfishlake.com
• info@redfishlake.com

Jazz in the Park, June 26-July 31, Sundays,
6-8 p.m. Rotary Park, Ketchum. Details:
visitsunvalley.com
view the weekly calendar on the Web at

mtexpress.com
208-622-2279
• Sun Valley Mall
Box 357 • Ketchum, Idaho 83340
208-622-6123 •800-371-9178
River Run Plaza • Ketchum
www.resortquestsunvalley.com
www.sunvalley.com
• rent@sunvalley.com

W

Ste

S/R

AC

FM
I TETN
ET
RS
EO
QU
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r&
e nG
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Main St.
Main St.
Ketchum
Ketchum

S UN VA LLEY R ESO RT
www.sturtos.com

208-726-4501
• 208-788-7847
1-800-786-8259
208-788-7847
208-726-4501
www.sturtos.com
www.sunvalley.com
• reservations@sunvalley.com

W

Ste

S/R

AC

L

WHITE OTTER

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Horse Back Riding at its Best

North Main & Warm Springs Rd. • Ketchum
dan & lani mulick • 726-1865
www.backwoodsmountainsports.com
L S/R
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S/R

horse camping
huntingskateboard
kayaking service/
river
rock
bike guided kayak fishingin-line pack boat/
lessons
hiking
ride
rafting
climbing
skate trip floattubes
repair

Elkhorn Stables
1 & 2 Hour rides • 1/2 day & Full day
lake trips • overnigHt pack trips
208 -726-8818
Kids, Families
and Fun all welcome.

*If you can’t find and event, or want
to make sure it’s still on, visit the
weekly calendar online at mtexpress.
com/calendar/events.Email details to
splasse@mtexpress.com.

Main St.
Main St.
Hailey
Hailey

371 N. Main Street, Ketchum
208-726-1706
208-622-2279
• Sun Valley Mall
Free casting clinics Tuesday nights
208-622-6123
• River Run Plaza • Ketchum
www.lostriveroutfitters.com
www.sunvalley.com
• rent@sunvalley.com
info@lostriveroutfitters.com

S/R

105 Mountain View Lane,
Hailey, ID 83333
Main St.
1-877-788-5005Main St.
Hailey
Ketchum
www.whiteotter.com info@whiteotter.com

One Day
Guided River Trips
& RAFT RENTALS
208-726-4501
• 208-788-7847

Come float
the Salmon River with us.
www.sturtos.com

S/R

s u m m e r 2 011 • s u n va l l ey g u i d e

the guide [gear up]
By Greg Moore

Airflo™ transparent floating fly line
This super-supple fly line casts well and has little
effect on how the fly lands on the water. Ridges
on the line make it shoot out faster and farther
as it runs through guides on the rod. Perhaps
most importantly, the fish can’t see it. “It’s a
big deal for Silver Creek,” says Brad Kane at
Sturtevants. “Spring-creek fish live in an area
where the water’s always really, really clear.”
$80, Sturtevants

Carbon-fiber, 29er mountain bikes
These big wheels maintain momentum and roll over
obstacles better than their smaller cousins. The
carbon fiber frames are lighter too. They are not as
nimble or fast on climbs, but fans say they’re
perfect for the less technical rides
and rolling terrain of the valley.

GoPro® LCD BacPac mini screen
With the GoPro mini screen, you can
watch the spectacular video you just
shot while you are still out in the field.
The high-definition cameras mount to
helmets, ski poles, surfboards, kayaks
or your chest.

$2,500, Sturtevants

$80 mini screen, $300 camera, Pete Lane’s,
The Elephant’s Perch,
Backwoods Mountain Sports

Spot Satellite GPS Messenger
Casey Schaefer at Backwoods Mountain Sports
reports that two local men were recently riding
dirt bikes far out in the southern Idaho desert
when one of them had a bad crash. They used
their Spot Messenger to bring a helicopter to their
exact location. You can track your loved ones and
they can send you the A-Ok sign or an SOS.
Messenger $150, Connect $170, Backwoods Mountain
Sports and The Elephant’s Perch.

Echo Ion fly reel
Aluminum fly reels are light and rigid, but tend to run about $300. Now Echo’s
come up with an aluminum reel with stainless steel internal components
that retails at under $100. “That is a really miraculous deal,” says
Brad Kane at Sturtevants.
$79-$99, Sturtevants

C4 inflatable stand-up paddle board
Stand up and surf river waves or paddle around a lake. The
inflatable version of a paddle board is easier to transport
than a rigid board, and it bounces off rocks.
$1,199, Backwoods Mountain Sports

www.sunvalleyguide.com
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social [S.V. Center’s Wine Auction: purple smiles for 30 years]
Trish & David Wilson

Jan and Michael Quinn & Valerie Lewis

Photo by Paulette Phlipot

Photo by Willy Cook

Barbara Blackstock, Howard & Lacey
Arnaiz and Jennifer & Peter Roberts
Photo by Dev Khalsa

Jennifer Biandi, Heidi Lamey, Lynn McCarthy, Jeannie Kiel, Eleanor Rogers,
Carey Molter, Michelle Sluder, Kristen Kludt, Eltiena Campbell, Nancy Maiko,
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You’re here for the adventure.

We’re here for you.
You’re in Sun Valley to live out your adventure. And, Cox is here
to help make it easier for you to connect and entertain. We are your
Sun Valley communications expert for all of your in-home services including
Cox Advanced TV, Cox High-Speed Internet and Cox Digital Phone®.
So, when you’re ready to unwind doing what you love in Sun Valley,
we’re here to help you unwind at home.
SM

Call 928-6039, click www.cox.com or come in —
105 Lewis Street in Ketchum, ID.

